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The Sunday Schools of North America will support 
thirty thousand of these orphan children this year. 


By agreement with your Board of 
Foreign Missions, all Presbyterian 
Sunday Schools are asked to take this 
offering on Jan. 18. 


Do Your Part 


American Committee 
for Armenian 
and Syrian Relief 


One Madison Ave. 
New York City 
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§ Is It Over—Over There? 


lad in the crowd that filled the streets 

of an American city. “The people had 
left their business in office and store and 
factory, and had come out in countless 
thousands upon the streets that they might 
engage in a great celebration that had not 
been planned for. 


It was the eleventh of November, 1918. 
News had been flashed across the ocean 
that the enemy had signed an armistice; 
that the fighting had ceased, and that peace 
was again in sight after four years of the 
bloodiest struggle in human history. 


[ie all over but the shouting,” cried a 


There was great rejoicing everywhere. 


Hysterical good humor swayed the people 
as they paraded up and down the streets 
in uncontrolled gladness because the war 
Was over. 

Strange noises filled the air. The rat- 
tling of old tin cans dragged along the 
pavement, the blowing of unmusical whis- 
tles and horns, explosions of many kinds, 
the shoutings of the great crowd, and the 
martial music of an occasional band. 

Amid this jollification one young fel- 
low stood upon a soap box at the corner 


of the street, and shouted, “Hurrah, it’s, 


all over but the shouting.” Crowds 
laughed good-naturedly ; believed what he 
said; sang lustily, “Over There.” 


We readily forgive some exaggeration 
in the enthusiasm of that hour. Circum- 
stances led one to speak of the thing he 
hoped for as though it were really true. 
But now a year has gone by, we have had 
time to think it over calmly and we know 
that it is not all over but the shouting. 
There is a great deal of planning and 
work to be done. “There must be con- 
tinued and increased sacrifice, before we 
will be able to say, “It is all over.” 


Ss 


The Saddest and Neediest Place 


in all the world today, and the place where 
the biggest work is awaiting the attention 
of all people of good will, is in that part 
which we know as Bible lands: the place 
where human history began; the land 
where Abraham was born and travelled ; 
the land where Joseph suffered and David 
reigned. The place where Jesus went 
about as a boy and as a man; the country 
over which Paul travelled preaching 
Christ and establishing churches; this is 
the land of untold suffering today. 


Here the Turks have for centuries trod- 
den down the people whom they despised 
because they were Christian; people of 
five nationalities: Armenians, Greeks, 
Syrians, Assyrians, Persians. What they 
have suffered during the war, and what 
their present distress is, it is difficult to 
imagine, and harder still to tell. 


Before the war broke out these people 
were prosperous and happy. ‘They had 
been continuously persecuted for centuries, 
but they had survived it, and had become 
hardy and strong. “They had enjoyed a 
good share of business success, and had 
grown rich even in the midst of those who 
hated them. 


Men Were to be Murdered 


Suddenly the men were called from 
their homes. ‘They supposed they were to 
be taken as soldiers and they were willing 
to serve the country in which they lived, 
even though they knew their rulers to be 
tyrants. 


Their rulers wanted to exterminate the 
race and they thought to kill all the men 
and sell the women into slavery or worse, 
so that they might gratify their fiendish 
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PUPILS IN A GREAT SCHOOL 


DeEAaR FELLOW STUDENTS: 

This quarter we are to study about two grown men who 
went to the very best school in the world. Perhaps they had 
gone to another school not nearly so good. Perhaps their 
fathers, Zebedee and John, had sent them as little boys to the 
‘House of the Book,’’ the synagogue school, where they sat 
cross-legged on the ground at the teacher’s feet and learned 
to write by tracing their letters with a stick in the sand, and 


to read by chanting out loud passages from the Old Testa- 
ment. We shall not go to that school with them. But we shall 
go with them to a school that is the very best school in the world because it has the very 
best Teacher in the world. That Teacher is Jesus. He taught these two Galilean fisher- 
men, Peter and John, how to live. He trained them to the best and happiest life, the 
life of service to God and man. He will teach us how to live, too. If we are as willing 
to learn as Peter and John were, we shall find when we have finished these lessons that 
we have had a better education than can be had in any public or private school, or in 
any college or university where Jesus is not the Teacher. Let us study these lessons hard 
so that when we have mastered them, people can see that we have been with Jesus and 
have learned of him. 


Most sincerely your friend, 
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Lesson I 


October 5, 1919 


JOHN AND PETER BECOME DISCIPLES OF JESUS 


The Golden Text—‘‘Jesus ... 


saith unto him, Follow me.”—John 1: 43. 


TEXT OF LESSON, JOHN 1: 29-42 


COMMON VERSION 


29 ¢ The next day John seeth Je’sus coming unto 
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which tak- 
eth away the sin of the world. 

30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a 
“man which is preferred before me: for he was be- 
fore me. 

31 And I knew him not: but that he should be 
made manifest to Is’ra-el, therefore am I come bap- 
tizing with water. 

32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
abode upon him. 

33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me 
to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and re- 
maining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost 

34. And I saw, and bare record that this is the 
Son of God. 

35 § Again the next day after John stood, and 
two of his disciples; 

36 And looking upon Je’sus as he walked, he 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Je’sus. 

38 Then Je’sus turned, and saw them following, 
and saith unto them, What seek ye? ‘They said 
unto him, Rab’bi, (which is to say, being inter- 
preted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 

39 He saith unto them, Come and see. They 
came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him 
that day: for it was about the tenth hour. 

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and 
followed him, was An’drew, Si’mon Pe’ter’s brother. 

41 He first findeth his own brother Si’mon, and 
saith unto him, We have found the Mes-si’as, which 
is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

42 And he brought him to Je’sus. And when 
Je’sus beheld him, he said, Thou art Si’mon the son 
of Jo’na: thou shalt be called Ce’phas, which is 
by interpretation, A stone. 


Additional Passages for Study: Mark 2: 13-17; John 1: 43-51; 


The Time—aA.D. 27. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

29 On the morrow he seeth: Jesus coming unto 
him, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God, that tak- 
eth away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, After me cometh a man who is be- 
come before me: for he was before me. 31 And I 
knew him not; but that he should be made mani- 
fest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing in 
water. 32 And John bare witness, saying, I have. 
beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of 
heaven; and it abode upon him. 33 And I knew 
him not: but he that sent me to baptize in water, 
he said unto me, Upon whomsoever thou shalt see 
the Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, the 
same is he that baptizeth in the Holy Spirit. 34 
And I have seen, and have borne witness that this 
is the Son of God. 

35 Again on the morrow John was standing, and 
two of his disciples; 36 and he looked upon Jesus 
as he walked, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God! 
37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 And Jesus turned, and beheld 
them following, and saith unto them, What seek 
ye? And they said unto him, Rabbi (which is to 
say, being interpreted, Teacher), where abidest 
thou? 39 He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall 
see. They came therefore and saw where he abode; 
and they abode with him that day: it was about 
the tenth hour. 40 One of the two that heard John 
speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41 He findeth first his own brother Simon, 
and. saith unto him, We have found the Messiah 
(which is, being interpreted, Christ). 42 He 
brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him, 
and said, Thou art Simon the son of John: thou 
shalt be called Cephas (which is by interpretation, 
Peter). 


Acts 2 : 37-42; 16: 13-34. 
The Place—Bethany Beyond Jordan. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday;September’ 29 .ou. ios te cae John and Peter Become Disciples......... John 1 : 29-42. 
Tuesday, September: 30... 8.0... nase oan. Philip Findeth Nathanael................ John 1 : 43-51. 
Wednesday, October 1... .......ce.20005 The GUall of Matthows..c0 oo. et we tee Mark 2: 13-17. 
Thursday, Odtobers 225 aiken bee ee Salvation Comes to Two Women......... Acts 16: 13-18. 
Friday, October Ay, scat Steal oat oe oe ues Philippién Jailer “15 wipe et setae ae Acts 16.: 25-34. 
Saturday , Detoberi 4. 9 aa ae ce ee The Samaritan Woman Testifies to Christ. John 4 : 27-30, 39-42. 
Sunday, October 5. <aip st Oe acai ee rete te The Claims of Christ Upon All Men...... I John, ch. 1. 


* Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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Lesson I 


WHO THEY WERE 

There were two families of fishermen. They were 
in a sort of partnership, though one family was a 
little better off than the other family. At least, 
one family could afford to keep servants to help 
with the fishing, and it seems to have had connec- 
tions in high circles in the capital. The master 
fisherman in this family was named Zebedee, and 
his wife’s name was Salome. As near as we can 
tell Salome had a sister named Mary, married to 
a carpenter in a town over in the hills. Mary, 
and Salome, too, if she 
was Mary’s sister, was 
descended from an old 
line of kings. Zebedee 
and Salome had _ two 
sons; the older son 
was named James, and 
the younger son was 
John. They followed 
their father’s occupa- 
tion with him and with 
his hired men. 

The father of the 
other family was named 
John. We do not know 
his wife’s name, or 
even whether she was 
living at the time of 
which we are writing. 
John had two sons, 
named Simon and An- 
drew. Simon was mar- 


ried. They were all 
fishermen. 
WHERE THEY 


LIVED 


Simon and Andrew 
lived in a town at the 
northern end of the 
Sea of Galilee called 
Bethsaida, which 
means “house of fish,” 
or, aS we would say, 
“Fishertown.” We do 
not know just where 
Zebedee and -his fam- 
ily lived, but it was 
surely near by. A 
shelly, pebbly beach ran down to the sweet, spark- 
ling blue waters which stretched away _ south- 
ward nearly thirteen miles, like a great harp, with 
the bulge toward the west and the Mediterranean. 
Sometimes the beach was lined with fishing boats 
drawn up out of the water, with fishermen bustling 
about tinkering at their boats or mending their 
nets. At other times the lake was dotted over with 
countless sails, for thousands of families around tne 
lake, but particularly at the northern end, made 
their living by fishing. 

There was a frame of mountains about the lake 
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JESUS AND THE DISCIPLES 
“They came therefore and saw where he abode.” 
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which left only a narrow margin of shore except at 
the northern end where the Jordan entered through 
its delta, and at the southern end where the valley 
of the Jordan left on its way to the Dead Sea, and 
around the bulge of the harp where there was one 
of the most fertile little valleys in the world. The 
lake was nearly seven hundred feet below sea level, 
and the surrounding mountains made the valley a 
paradise. The shores of the lake and the sides of 
the hills were very closely built up. There were 
houses and synagogues and villages and walled cities 
and wharves and _ fac- 
tories. There was a 
magnificent city with 
a castle; anda heathen 
temple and_ theaters. 
There were bathhouses 
at one place, and a hip- 
podrome at another, 
and an amphitheater 
at another. There 
were Greek villas 
perched on the heights, 
and a Roman camp or 
two from which daily 
details of guards were 
sent to the cities. 

These fishermen 
could talk the current 
Greek as well as their 
native Aramaic. They 
felt that this heathen 
dominion and this 
heathen way of living 
were out of place in 
the land of their 
fathers, and they 
longed for the coming 
of better days when 
they should be deliv- 
ered from it. 


WHAT THEY 
HOPED 


They hoped for de- 
.liverance. They had 
good reason to hope 
for it. They were not 
rich and powerful and 
worldly as were the 
priest caste at Jerusalem, the Sadducees. But they 
believed in the Temple worship, the morning and 
evening sacrifices, and the great feasts, and they 
attended them when they could. They were not 
learned in the sacred writings and the traditions of 
the rabbis, nor painfully serupulous about keeping 
the letter of every one of the traditions as were 
the leading religious fraternity, the Pharisees. But 
they believed in the Law, and they believed that 
in the old days God had spoken to great men among 
their forefathers, who were called prophets. They 
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath, and heard 
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the old words read and explained. But it was life- 
less, and it did not help them much. There had not 
been any prophets for hundreds of years, and the 
nation had been through such desperate times since 
and was in such a miserable condition now, that it 
was hard to know what to think about God. 

But there was a hope which did not die. It was 
a hope and a promise held out by the prophets 
that God would some day send an Anointed One, 
or, in their language, a Messiah, to deliver them. 
That hope was burning more or less brightly in 
their hearts and in the hearts of many of their 
countrymen. Surely the Messiah must be coming 
soon. He would find God’s chosen people, Abra- 
ham’s children, ready for him. No one could surely 
tell them just what he would be like or what he 
would do. Some said one thing, and some another. 
But the two fishermen’s families shared the hope of 
the Messiah’s coming, and just now there was new 
reason to hope. 


A PROPHET AT LAST 


There had been recently, and there was now, 
great excitement down in Judea. A man had been 
preaching in the Jordan Valley; and had attracted 
great crowds. The reports said that he wore the 
same sort of garb that the great~ prophet Elijah 
had worn, and there were many people who held 
that Elijah must return to earth before the Mes- 
siah came. This man’s name was John. What he 
had to say was unexpected and terrible. He de- 
elared that the people were not at all fit for the 
Kingdom of God. They were too wicked. The 
Messiah was coming to judgment; 
them down. They had not thought that they were 
so. bad, but the prophet’s words cut deep, and thou- 
sands were asking what they should do. John had 
told them that there was only one thing for them 
to do, and that was to repent, to turn from the way 
they were living, and to do right. And he was re- 
quiring those who repented to submit to a baptism 
or washing with water, which symbolized the wash- 
ing of their souls. He was saying that when the Mes- 
siah came, he would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 

News of the intense excitement, and of the great 
revival of religion down south reached the fisher- 
men’s families on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
Andrew and John went to hear the prophet. It is 
almost certain that Simon and James went, too. 
They fell under the spell of the wonderful and ter- 
rible man of God. They were conscience-stricken. 
They wanted their sins forgiven, and peace in their 
hearts, and to be fit to welcome the coming Mes- 
siah. They became disciples of John the Baptist; 
indeed, Andrew and John at least were among his 
closest, if not his very closest, followers. They 
were all waiting and longing for the coming of the 
Messiah. His coming could not be long delayed. 


THE GREAT CHANGE 


One day John the Baptist saw a Man approach- 
ing him. Then John made a solemn announcement. 
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He declared that his own work was ended, and that 
the Messiah’s work had begun. That Man coming 
toward him was the Messiah. He was God’s 
Lamb, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
The image of the Messiah, who with perfect gen- 
tleness and meekness should suffer for others, was 
taken from the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. Every- 
one knew about the lambs offered every day in the 
Temple as a sacrifice for sin, and about the pass- 
over lambs. Now John said that this man was the 
Lamb which God provides. This was the Messiah. 
John confessed that he had not recognized him as 
the Messiah at first. But he had seen the Holy 
Spirit come out of heaven and remain with this 
man. That was the sign. There could be no doubt 
about it. Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah, set 
apart to that office by the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
He was the Son of God. 


ANDREW AND JOHN 

The next day two of the Galilean fishermen were 
standing with John the Baptist. They were Andrew 
and John. They were silently waiting. Their hearts 
were full of the great things that were happening. 
Jesus passed. The moment had come. The old mas- 
ter who had so stirred their hearts gave them up. 
He looked with piercing eyes at Jesus, and said to 
the fishermen wh6 were waiting for his word, “Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God!” They made their decision 
instantly. Turning from John they followed Jesus. 


THE CHOICE 


These two Galilean fishermen 
were young men then. They had many years to 
live, and much to learn. They could not at all un- 
derstand what changes their act of following Jesus 
would make in their lives. But they made their choice. 
They would follow Jesus. Many years afterwards when 
John was an old man he could recall every look, 
every movement, evéry word of the few minutes in 
which the choice was made. It was the hour -of his 
spiritual rebirth. Yes, he remembered when the 
choice was made; it was “about the tenth hour” 
on the day he first knew that Jesus was the Lamb 
of God. 

We cannot always fix the day and hour. But 
have you made your choice? Will you follow Je- 
sus? You cannot express your decision as Andrew 
and John did, by walking after Jesus as he goes 
by. But the choice in your hearts is the same as 
it was in the hearts of Andrew and John. You 
must make your choice. The Lamb of God demands 
it. It will change your lives; you cannot tell what 


That settled it. 


lies ahead; but Jesus knows. Will you follow him? 


WHAT SEEK YE? 


Andrew and John started to follow Jesus. Jesus 
turned and asked them this question, “What seek 
ye?” It was a startling question. If you have 
made your choice to follow Jesus, suppose you put 
yourself in Andrew’s and John’s place and try to 
answer that question. What is it that you want? 
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What do you seek to gain by following Jesus? Sup- 


pose you do ask yourself that question. 


THE ANSWER 


Andrew and John were only two Galilean fisher- 
men but they had an answer to the question, “What 
seek ye?” that cannot be improved upon. It will 
be a happy day for you when you can give the same 
answer. In that day you will know what religion 
really is. They answered Jesus’ question by asking 
him where he was staying: what they wanted was 
just to be in the company of Jesus. They did not 
want this or that special gift from Jesus so much 
as they wanted to be with him. What do you want 
from Jesus? If you are wise, you want to be with 
him, to go through life, whatever life may be like, 
in his company. And if that is what you want, 
Jesus will say to you as he said to these two fisher- 
men from up in Galilee, “Come, and ye shall see.” 

Of course you cannot go with Jesus to some out- 
of-the-way place as Andrew and John did and 
spend the rest of the day in his physical presence. 
You cannot actually hear him answer all your ques- 
tions. You cannot see him walking just ahead of 
you all through your life. But you can spend the 
rest of your life in his spiritual presence. Jesus is 
living to-day. He is living everywhere in the world. 
You have only to ask for his presence and he will 
be with you. There will be times when you will be 
surer of it than others, just as there were a few 
hours when Andrew and John were in his physical 
presence and then other hours when they were not. 
And the times when you will be surest of his pres- 
ence will be just the times when you are really fol- 
lowing him. 

SIMON 

Andrew and John accepted the invitation of Jesus 
to “come and see.” When they had spent the rest 
of the day with Jesus, they had seen. But Andrew 
was not satisfied. He had some one on his mind. 
That some one was his own brother, that other 
Bethsaida fisherman, Simon. He wanted Simon to 
know that the Messiah was found. He wanted 
Simon to “come and see.” He brought his own 
brother to Jesus. Jesus saw that Simon had made 
his choice, too. It was the custom in those days 
to give a man a new name when he made any kind 
of new start. Simon had made a new start: Jesus 
said, “Your new name is Peter.” Peter means 
“rock.” Jesus meant that this Galilean fisherman 
was to become a rock. Did he not? But never 
forget that Andrew brought him to Jesus. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 
29. On the morrow. The day after the events 
recorded in vs. 19-28. He seeth Jesus. John the 
Baptist sees Jesus, who was probably returning 
from the temptation. 


31. I knew him not, Did not recognize him as 


the Messiah. See also v. 33. 


32. I have beheld the Spirit. Reference is to the 


baptism of Jesus. See Matt. 3: 13-17. 
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35. And two of his disciples. Verse 40 gives 
the name of Andrew. The other disciple was un- 
doubtedly John, who wrote the account and does 
not mention himself by name. 

38. Rabbi. John remembers the actual saluta- 
tion, “Rabbi,” but explains it for those who do 
not understand the. foreign word. 

39. It was about the tenth hour. There is some 
difficulty in determining what method of reckoning 
hours John used. Probably it was between three 
and four o’clock in the afternoon. 

41. Messiah. Again John explains a foreign word 
to his Greek readers. “Christ” is the Greek equiva- 
lent of “Messiah.” : 

42. Cephas. “Peter,” which means rock, is the 
Greek equivalent of “Cephas.” 


FOR IN ERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Whose son was John? Whose son was Simon? 
What was the connection between the families? 

2. Describe what John and Peter would see when 
they went out on the lake. 

3. What revival of religion was there in Judea? 
What was the influence of the revival on Andrew 
and John? 

4. Why did John and Andrew make up their 
minds to follow Jesus? What does “following Je- 
sus” mean to-day? 

5. Are you following Jesus? 
not, why not? 

6. In what sense can you spend your lives with 
Jesus? 

7. What would you think of Andrew if he had 
not brought Simon to Jesus? Who do you suppose 
brought James? 


If so, how? If 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 56. What special statement of God’s will is. 
given us in the Old Testament? 

A. The special statement of God’s will given us 
in the Old Testament is the Ten Commandments. 
tOx. ouO- 200-1 ¢. 

Q. 57. What are the Ten Commandments? 

A. The Ten Commandments are: 


I. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for 
I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 
and showing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me, and keep my commandments. 

(The answer to Question 57 will be continued in 
the next lesson.) 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Describe the geographical conditions 
which John-and Simon lived. 


under 
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2. Under what religious conditions did they live? 
What was the livest thing in their religion? 

3. What unsatisfactory condition did the preach- 
ing of John the Baptist reveal? How is uneasiness 
of conscience related to progress in religion to-day? 

4. You have made a choice about following Jesus. 
What is it? Could other people tell from the way 
you live what you think the choice is? 

5. If Jesus asked you, “What seek ye,” what 
would be your honest answer? Show that Andrew 
and John were. right in what they sought. 

6. How is Jesus’ invitation, “Come, and ye shall 
see,” good to-day? 


of Men 
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7. From v. 42 show that Jesus knows what lies 
ahead of us when we make our choice to follow 
him, even if we do not. 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 40. What did God at first reveal to man for 
the rule of his obedience? 

A. The rule which God at first revealed to man 
for his obedience, was the moral law. 

Q. 41. Wherein is the moral law summarily com- 
prehended? 

A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in 
the Ten Commandments. 


Lesson II—FISHERS OF MEN 


The Golden Text—‘“Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of 
men.”’—Mark 1: 17. 


TEXT OF LESSON MARK 1: 14-20 


~ COMMON VERSION 


14 Now after that John was put in prison, Je’sus 
came into Gal’i-lee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, 

15 And saying, The- time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe 
the gospel. 

16 Now as he walked by the sea of Gal’i-lee, he 
saw Si’mon and An’drew his brother casting a net 
into the sea: for they were fishers. 

17 And Je’sus said unto them, Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. 

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and 
followed him. 

19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, 
he saw James the son of Zeb’e-dee, and John his 
brother, who also were in the ship mending their 
nets. 

20 And straightway he called them: and they 
left their father Zeb’e-dee in the ship with the hired 
servants, and went after him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


14 Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe in the gospel. 

16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon cast- 
ing a net in the sea; for they were fishers. 17 And 
Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will 
make you to become fishers of men. 18 And straight- 
way they left the nets, and followed him. 19 And 
going on a little further, he saw James the son of 
Zebedee, and John’ his brother, who also were in 
the boat mending the nets. 20 And straightway he 
called them: and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired servants, and went after 


‘him. 


Additional Passages for Study: John’ 2 : 23-25; 4 : 5-42; Acts 20: 17-21, 26, 27, 31, 33-35; I Cor. 9/:/20- 
22; I Tim. 4: 6-16. 


The Time—a4.D. 28. 


The Place—Near Capernaum. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, October .20. cs Wane vn cee ae wets wie Vishers..of , len 2 Osn aoe ore chs Ov & tek tablean Mark 1: 14-20. 
Tuesday; Octobér7i2V205 < oe lets ae Helping ‘the. Wishers..4446.<. «sss «eee Luke 5: 1-11. 
Wednesday, October’ 834.01 oa aa mae ale Pixcnsesseon eos. is oven ae itd eaten oe ee Luke 14: 15-24. 
Thursday, October, <9. > .:cteie. 5 visji'e sie aye sis» s Praying and Working for Others........... James 5: 13-20. 
Friday, ;; Qetvoperst <a ti ccc tetas ee ee Paul’s: Ministrys.... Sect eit eee ae ae Acts 20: 17-24. 
Saturday, Cetouer sibs teas ies a ee sie Feed the Church’of the Lord.............. Acts 20 : 25-35. 
Sunday, Oetobers 12022 +o ran cle teeta cares A Good Minister of Christ Jesus........... I Tim. 4: 6-16. 


FISHING 
The northern end of the Sea of Galilee was a 
famous fishing ground. Very often shoals of fish 
crowded together in myriads. Of course the fishing 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


was sometimes bad. Fishing would not be fishing 
if it was not sometimes bad. It was sometimes 
done with the hook and line, but usually with vari- 
ous kinds of nets. Simon, one of the fishing part- 
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' disposed over the arm 


‘and spies his game 


Lesson II 


ners about whom we know, once made a notable 
catch with a hook and line. But the partners, Si- 
mon and Andrew and James and John, usually 
fished with nets. 

There was the great dragnet, or seine, in the use 
of which both the boats of the partners would be 
needed, and all the help of Zebedee’s hired men 
would be employed. “Some must row the boat, 
some cast out the 
net; some on the 
shore pull the rope 
Weirton wal lo eh é-ir. <s 
strength; others 
throw stones and beat 
the water to prevent 
the fish from escap- 
ing; and as it ap- 
proaches the shore, 
everyone is active in 
holding up the edges, 
drawing it to land, 
and seizing the fish. 
This is that net which 
gathers of every kind, 
and, when drawn to 
shore, the fishermen 
sit down and collect 
‘the good into vessels, 
but cast the bad 
away.’ ” 

Then there were 
the hand nets. “The 
net is in shape like 
the top of a tent, 
with a long cord fas- 
tened to the apex. 
This is tied to the 
hand, and the: net so 


that, “when it is 
thrown it expands to 
its utmost circumfer- 
ence, around which 
are strung beads of 
lead to make it drop 
suddenly to the bot- 
tom. The fisherman, 
half bent, and more 
than half naked, 
keenly watches ... 
tumbling in carelessly wae aA A 
eawards Witt... oss. 
Away goes the net, 
expanding as it flies, 
and its leaded circumference sinks to the bottom 
ere the fish are aware that its meshes have closed 
around them.” 

Then there is night fishing with bag nets and 
basket nets, on the same principle as the hand nets, 
but larger. “It is a beautiful sight. With blazing 
torch the boat glides over the flashing sea, and the 
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men stand gazing keenly into it until their prey is 
sighted, when, quick as thought, they fling their 
net ... and often you see the tired fishermen come 
sullenly into harbor in the morning, having toiled 
all night in vain.” ; 

That is probably the kind of fishing the partners 


‘had been doing all night without any success. And 
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it looks as if Simon and Andrew were trying a 
few last casts with 
the hand nets close 
in shore, while Zebe- 
dee’s boat was drawn 
up on the beach and 
the crew were busy 
washing out and 
mending their nets, 
preparatory to hang- 
ing them out to 
dry. 


WHAT THEY HAD 
TO THINK 
ABOUT 

A good many things 
had happened in the 
last few months, and 
no doubt the brothers 
had been thinking 
about these things 
during the night’s 
fishing. For one 
thing, their old mas- 
ter, John the Baptist, 
was in prison. “That 
fox,’ Herod Antipas, 
tetrarch of Galilee 
and Perea, under 
Rome, had _ thrown 
him there. The rea- 
son was common gos- 
sip all around the 
lake from Tiberias, 
the heathen city that 
Herod had built at 
the southern end, up 
to Capernaum, the 
busy trading center 
at the northern end, 
through which the 
great highway from 
Damascus to Egypt 
ran. It was common 
gossip, and it was 
unpleasant gossip. 
; Herod, you know, had 
married the daughter of Aretas, King of Arabia. 
Then he had gone off to Rome, and stopped with his 
half-brother Philip, and had fallen into a guilty 
passion for Philip’s wife, Herodias. Herodias was 
a daughter of their half-brother Aristobulus. Herod 
had divorced his wife and married his own half- 
brother’s daughter, his other half-brother’s wife. 


Harold Copping 
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Could there be anything more shameless than that? 
And John the Baptist had gone right to him and 
rebuked him to his face. Of course, John would do 
that. Can’t you see him standing before that cruel, 
licentious man, ablaze with righteous indignation, 
thundering out the judgments of God. John the 
Baptist had been great, but his work was as good 
as ended now. He would never get ‘out of the 
clutches of that evil woman, Herodias. 


MORE TO THINK ABOUT 


What would be Jesus’ next move? He was mak- 
ing Capernaum his headquarters now. Evidently he 
was going to preach in Galilee. Jerusalem and Ju- 
dea were as good as closed to him for the time. 
The religious authorities, the Pharisees and so on, 
were bitterly opposed to him. He had had some 
success preaching to the people—they had seen that, 
themselves, for they had been with him off and on 
for some months—and they had helped Jesus’ other 


disciples to baptize a great many. But there did not 


seem to be any chance at all that Jerusalem and 
Judea, the religious center of the country, would 
go over to him. What would be the outcome of 
Jesus’ preaching now that he was in Galilee? How 
would the Galileans receive his message that the 
time had at last arrived; that the Kingdom of God 
was at hand; that people must repent; and that 
they must believe in the gospel? And what should 
they do? They were back at their fishing again 
for the time being, but were they to go on living 
their old lives, except, of course, very differently 
now that they believed in Jesus. 


JESUS TELLS THEM WHAT TO DO 


Jesus answered the question in their minds. He 
came along the beach, and said to Simon and An- 
drew, “Come ye after me, and I will make you to 
become fishers of men.” That was it, then. They 
were to give up their old lives entirely. They were 
to drop everything, just as it was—fishing tackle 
and boat and all; and go with Jesus. They were 
not to fish for fish any more: they were to be 
taught how to fish for men. Very well: they would 
do it. And they did it without any hesitation or 
reluctance. They were ready. Jesus wanted them: 
Simon and Andrew would follow him. 

They walked a little farther along the beach to 
where the Zebedee crew were busy with their nets. 
Jesus called James and John. He wanted them, too, 
and they were ready. They were ready to leave 
their old father, Zebedee, and he was willing to 
have them leave him: they were ready to cast in 
their lot with Jesus for good or ill, and let the old, 
carefree, sunny life go. They were willing to be 
taught how to fish for men, too. 


FOLLOWERS WANTED! 
Jesus wanted followers. He wanted helpers. He 
wanted not only men for whom he could do some- 
thing, but men whom he could train to do some- 
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thing for him. Too many people fail to understand 
this. They think of Jesus as offering to do some- 
thing for them, and they come to him to have it 
done. That is right: Jesus wants that. Jesus in- 
vited the Galilean fishermen to come and see where 
he was staying; to be with him, so that he could 
teach them what to think about God, and how to 
know God and trust him; how to have peace in 
their hearts, and how to live so as to please God. 
Jesus wants to bless men, and_he invites men to 
come to him for the blessing. But Jesus wants 
more than that. He wants followers. He wants 
men to help with his work. He wants men to join 
him in the deadly struggle with evil in the world; 
he wants men who will work and suffer and pray 
for the coming of the Kingdom of God and for 
bringing other men into it. So he asked these Gali- 
lean fishermen to leave everything and give the rest 
of their lives to helping. 


THE TWO CALLS 


These Galilean fishermen had two calls. They 
had one eall to come to Jesus for what they needed 
to make their own lives right. Then they had an- 
other call to follow Jesus in doing the work of the 
Kingdom. Jesus drew them out of the world into 
the Kingdom, to live their lives in his company: 
then he told them that they must in their turn be- 
come fishers of men. 

All of us have the same two calls. We are asked 
to make a choice between Jesus and the world. 
That is one call. Even selfishness would urge us 
to hear that call, and to go to Jesus for peace of 
mind and comfort and help with all the problems 
and sorrows of our lives. But there is another call, 
which many, who think that they have answered the 
first call and are followers of Jesus, never hear or, 
if they hear it, pay very little attention. That is 
the call to work, to help Jesus, to let everything | 
else go, if it has to go—as these fishermen just 
dropped everything. It is the call to make every 
other business or occupation or pleasure in life 
secondary to the business and the occupation and 
the pleasure of helping Jesus to establish the King- 
dom of God in the world. If you think you have 
made the choice that Andrew and John made the 
day they turned from John the Baptist and fol- 
lowed Jesus to his lodging, you must ask yourself 
whether you have made the choice the four fisher- 
men made when they left everything and went with 
Jesus to have him teach them how they could be- 
come fishers of meu. Is your whole reason for being 
a Christian selfish? Are you‘a follower of Jesus 
just for what he can give you, or for what you can 
get out of him? Then do you think that it is cer- 
tain that you are really a follower of Jesus at all? 
Or do you follow Jesus for what he can give you, 
indeed, but also for what you can give him, for 
what he can get out of you in the way of help in 
the bitterest and the greatest and the most fateful 
war—the war of Jesus and his fighting followers 
against the hosts of death and hell? 


Lesson II Fishers 


THE METHODS OF FISHING 


Dr. William M. Thomson, from whom the quota- 
tions about methods of fishing, given on a previous 
page, are taken, points out some things we can learn 
about the way to fish for men from the way fishing 
for fish is done. Of fishing with the hook and line, 
he says, “Thus angling requires patience, and great 
perseverance and caution. And the fisherman must 
not put himself forward; he should not be seen.” 
Of the fisherman who uses the hand net he says, 
“He, too, must be patient, watchful, and prompt to 
cast his net at the proper moment.” “Then,” he 
says, “there is the great dragnet, the working of 
which teaches the value of united effort.” 

But the best way to learn how to fish for men is 
to be with Jesus and learn from him. That was 
the way in which Jesus instructed his four fisher- 
men from the Sea of Galilee. If you will study 
Jesus’ method with men, you will find that two 
things are very evident. Jesus’ own method, the 
method which he taught his followers, was the 
method of sympathy and prayer. The Church of 
Jesus has tried and is trying now all sorts of meth- 
ods to get others into the Church, and if that means 
anything it means to get others into the company 
of the living Jesus. But none of those methods, 
however elaborate they are and however well they 
are executed, ever have been successful or ever will 
be unless they are just ways of putting sympathy 
and prayer into action. Sympathy with men and 
prayer for them are the methods of Jesus. Sym- 
pathy with men means that you feel kindly toward 
them, that you don’t look down on them, no matter 
how bad they seem, that you are willing to stand 
anything from them, and go through anything for 
them, if only you can help them to find Jesus. It 
means that you patiently try to understand them 
instead of blaming them, and that you will always 
be wide awake to put in a word or to do something 
for them at just the right time. And prayer, of 
course, means that you know you cannot do any- 
thing for yourself or for anyone else unless God 
will do it through you. 


JESUS CALLS YOU 


Jesus calls you. He needs your help. He wants 
to show you how you may by sympathy and prayer 
help to finish the greatest work in the world—the 
work for which he lived and for which he died— 
the work of bringing others into the Kingdom of 
God and making the world a better place in which 
to live, and heaven a happier place in which to 
spend eternity, because you can feel that Je- 
sus had used you. ; 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


14. Now after John was delivered up. After 
John the Baptist was put in prison. The gospel of 
God. The good tidings of God. Both Jesus and 
John preached the necessity of repentance, but Je- 
sus added the good tidings. 
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FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. What had happened to John the Baptist? 
Why? 

2. What change was there in Jesus’ plans? Why? 

3. What did Jesus mean when he said that he 
would make Simon and Andrew to become “fishers 
of men’? 

4. Does Jesus want you to be a fisher of men? 
How can you do it? 

5. Can a person be a Christian for purely selfish 
reasons? 

6. How can you apply among your friends Jesus’ 
method of winning people? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Question 57 continued; Commandments III and 


III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

IV. Remember the Sabbath day, to- keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidserv- 
ant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

(The answer to Question 57 will be concluded in 
the next lesson.) 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What did the four fishermen have to think 
about when they went back to their fishing? What 
do you have to think about when you leave your 
Sunday-school class or your church service? 

2. What is the difference between the decision 
which John and Peter made in last Sunday’s lesson 
and the decision they made in this Sunday’s lesson? 

3. What was Jesus’ purpose in the world? Can 
that purpose be accomplished without help? Whose 
help? 

4. Is it fair to take everything you can get from 
Jesus, and make no effort to help the cause for 
which he gave his lite? 

5. Is the emphasis in your church on getting new 
members into the church or on bringing people into 
touch with Jesus? What methods are used? 

6. What were Jesus’ methods in dealing with 
men? Show from the various methods of fishing 
employed in the Sea of Galilee how sympathy and 
prayer will have to be used. 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 42. What is the sum of the Ten Command- 
ments? 

A. The sum of the Ten Commandments is, to love 
the Lord our God, with all our heart, with all our 
soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; 
and our neighbor as ourselves. 
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JESUS IN PETER’S HOME 
The Golden Text—“Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house.”—Luke 19: 9. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 1: 29-39 


COMMON VERSION 


29 And forthwith, when they were come out of 
the synagogue, they entered into the house of Si’- 
mon and An’drew, with James and John. 


30 But Si’mon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever, 


and anon they tell him of her. 

31 And he came and took her by the hand, and 
lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, 
and she ministered unto them. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they 
brought unto him all that were diseased, and them 
that were possessed with devils. 


33 And all the city was gathered together at the 


door. 

34. And he healed many that were sick of divers 
diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered 
not the devils to speak, because they knew him. 

35 And in the morning, rising up a great while 
before day, he went out, and departed into a soli- 
tary place, and there prayed. 

36 And Si’mon and they that were with him fol- 
lowed after him. 

37 And when they had found him, they said unto 
him, All men seek for thee. 

38 And he said unto them, Let us go into the 
next towns, that I may preach there also: for there- 
fore came I forth. 

39 And he preached in their synagogues through- 
out all Gal’i-lee, and cast out devils. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE’ 


29 And straightway, when they were come out 
of the synagogue, they came into the house of Si- 
mon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now 
Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever; and 
straightway they tell him of her: 31 and he came 
and took her by the hand, and raised her up; and 
the fever left her, and she ministered unto them. | 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought 
unto him all that were sick, and them that were 
possessed with demons. 33 And all the city was 
gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed 


-many that were sick with divers diseases, and cast 


out many demons; and he suffered not the demons 
to speak, because they knew him. 

35 And in the morning, a great while before day, 
he rose up and went out, and departed into a desert 
place, and there prayed. 36 And Simon and they. 
that were with him followed after him; 37 and they 
found him, and say unto him, All are seeking thee. 
38 And he saith unto them, Let us go elsewhere 
into the next towns, that I may preach there also; 
for to this end came I forth. 39 And he went into 
their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching 
and casting out demons. 


Additional Passages for Study: Mark 14: 1-9; Luke 10: 38-42; 19: 1-10; John 12: 1-8; Rom. 16: 3-5; 
Eph. 6: 1-9. 


' The Time—A.D. 28. 


The Place—Capernaum. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday,” October TS. Seay Be ee eee Jesus in| Peter’ esHomesés. wiayak sat Sa0.e Mark 1 : 29-39. 
Tuesday, ‘October rate Aaa iis aN oat gate Who Went About Doing Good.............. Luke 4: 38-44. 
Wednesday; .October li ieee tack ee ThepAnthoritys of J ests.ic. Bo. See ee ee Mark 1 : 21-28. 
Thursday, October <b6jt4eve td. ot at .at cede ee In the House of Simon the Leper........... Mark 14: 1-9. 
Kriday,, Octobetih ithe sedis pate bae Jesus,in Zaccheus’ Home. 2c. coe co ee. Luke 19: 1-10. 
Saturday, October... 18. / 2730 musa nea te o. In: the. Home at. Bethanyul wis eet alle. . John 12: 1-8. 
Sunday, -Octobey 1030. fee eee +. Wome” Relationshing 7 ithaca: at eel ane: Eph. 6: 1-9. 


PETER’S HOUSE 


Peter had moved from Bethsaida to Capernaum, 
or perhaps Bethsaida, “Fishertown,” was the sub- 
urb of Capernaum where the fishermen lived. At 
any rate Peter-is said to have been now living in 
Capernaum with his family. His wife, and his 
wife’s mother, and his brother Andrew made up 
his household. 

It is supposed that they lived in a little stone 
house in the poorer quarter. The roof was prob- 
ably made by laying across the top of the walls 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


some small trunks of trees, branches, and twigs. 
Over that foundation a layer of earth about a foot 
thick was laid; this was well tramped down. Then 
a sort of pulpy mixture of straw and clay was 
spread on. The roof would keep off the winter 
rains if it was patched often enough. There was 
only one room in the house. There were very few 
windows, and those were narrow and high up the 
walls. The family ate, slept, and lived in the one 
room, except that they were out of doors a grea’ 
deal more than is possible for us. They slept o 
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mats or rugs which could be rolled up and put out 
of the way in the daytime. Food was cooked over 
a fire made in a hole in the floor. There was’a 
lampstand and a few cooking utensils such as an 
oven and pots; and some skins for liquids, and 
some jugs and crocks. There was probably a little 
storeroom or chamber off the rear of the main room. 

If Peter had been a little better off he would have 
had a second story, that is, an upper room. Per- 
haps he did have a little upper room, or perhaps 
he built a hut on the roof for use in the summer 
time. People lived on their roofs a great deal in 
the hot weather. Perhaps 
Zebedee’s house had a second 
story. 


SABBATH AT PETER’S 
HOUSE 

It was the holy Sabbath 
Day. Of course, Peter and 
his family went to church, 
that is, to the synagogue. 
There was a fine synagogue 
in Capernaum which had been 
built and presented to the 
people by a heathen military 
officer, stationed in the town, 
probably in the service of 
Herod Antipas. The furni- 
ture was very simple, a read- 
ing desk, a chest for the rolls 
of the Scriptures, and seats, 
at least for the prominent 
members of the congregation. 
The men sat on one side, and 
the women on the other. 
There were special officers 
who directed the worship and 
took charge of the financial 
and benevolent arrangements. 
But there was no single per- 
son who corresponded to the 
pastor in our churches. Mem-. 
bers of the congregation or 
visitors conducted the service. 
There were opening prayers, 
mostly from the Old Testa- 
ment, during which the con- 
gregation stood and to which 
they responded with the Amen. Then designated 
portions of the Law were read in the Hebrew, and 
paraphrased into the Aramaic, which the people 
understood. That was followed by designated read- 
ings from the Prophets in the same manner. After 
the readings, there was an address by some suitable 
person, a member of the congregation, a visiting 
scribe or rabbi, or anyone else invited by the rulers 
of the synagogue. The service ended with the bene- 
diction. 

On the Sabbath that the four fishermen went to the 
synagogue with Jesus, he was invited to make the 
address, The congregation was spellbound. They 
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“And at even, when the sun did set. they 
brought unto him all that were sick.” 
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had never heard anything like that before. Jesus 
spoke as if he knew what he was talking about. 
He spoke right out of his own living experience, 
to their hearts. His address was clear and simple, 
but beautiful and moving and powerful. He made 
them understand God and how to live and be happy 
in God. The address was interrupted by the ter- 
rible outeries of a poor unfortunate in the congre- 
gation. But Jesus quieted his paroxysms, and to the 
amazement of everyone relieved him of the affliction 
that had been crazing him. The service broke up 
with exclamations of wonder. “What is this?” they 
said. “It is a new teaching,” 
others said. “He has author- 
ity even over the unclean 
spirits.” 


HOME FROM THE 
SYNAGOGUE 


After the service Jesus 
walked home with Peter and 
Andrew. John and James 
accompanied them. When 
they got to the house they 
told Jesus some bad news 
which they had been keeping 
until the synagogue service 
was over. Peter’s mother-in- 
law was confined to her bed 
with a very high fever. It 
was probably the deadly ma- 
laria so prevalent around the 
Sea of Galilee. It was a very 
sad household, but it was a 
very hopeful household be- 
cause Jesus was now within 
its four walls. And Jesus 
made it a very happy and 
grateful household, for he 
stepped immediately to where 
the poor woman lay, and 
lifted her up by the hand, 
and the fever left her. There 
was no long, slow convales- 
cence; she was well at once, 
and able to help with getting 
the Sabbath meal. Can you 
imagine what a pleasant meal 
it was—Jesus and the four 
fishermen who were so attached to him, and Peter’s 
wite and her mother! 


AFTER SUNSET 


The Sabbath began with sunset Friday night and 
ended with sunset Saturday night. The town of 
Capernaum had been seething with suppressed ex- 
citement from the time the synagogue service let 
out until the Sabbath was over, at sunset. Re- 
ports of the synagogue service had flown around 
town, and reports of the cure at Peter’s house. 
When the Sabbath was over, crowds gathered in 
front of Peter’s house and all up and down the 
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street. It seemed as if the whole town were there. 
Many had brought their sick folks and their 
afflicted folks for Jesus to heal. And he healed 
them all. The power of the God who made our 
bodies and our souls was in Jesus to heal the 
diseases of the body and the afflictions of the mind. 


AFTER A HARD DAY 


It had been a hard day. Think of the strain of 
the synagogue service, and of the excitement in the 
evening. Everyone in Peter’s house must have been 
very tired. Probably they all slept so soundly that 
they did not hear Jesus rising a long time before 
daylight, and slipping out of the house into the 
deserted streets of Capernaum. When Peter woke, 
and missed Jesus, he knew at once where he had 
gone. 
where Jesus often went to be alone with God. Peter 
and the other fishermen set out to find him. The 
street before the house was already beginning to be 
crowded with people. They wanted to see Jesus 
again. When the fishermen found Jesus, Peter told 
him that everyone was looking for him. But Jesus 
would not go back into Capernaum just then. His 
heart was full of the need in the neighboring towns. 
They, too, must hear the good news. And so Jesus 
and the four fishermen, who had left all to follow 
him, started on an extended circuit of the Galilean 
towns, and Jesus preached and healed wherever he 
went. 


LISTENING TO JESUS 


It would have been wonderful to have been in 
the audience on that Sabbath when Jesus spoke in 
the synagogue at Capernaum, or in the audience 
‘any time and every time that Jesus spoke. Per- 
haps we think that we would never miss going to 
church if Jesus were to be the preacher. Jesus 
himself always went to the synagogue service where- 
ever he was, and his example ought to make us 
very faithful in our churchgoing. But more than 
that, if we go to church in the right spirit we are 
sure to hear Jesus speak. It will not, indeed, be 
in just the same way that the four fishermen heard 
him that Sabbath in Capernaum. But if we listen 
for his voice, we shall hear it. 

We shall hear Jesus speak out of the Old Testa- 
ment passages that he knew so well, and loved so 
much, and depended upon so hard for strength and 
comfort and life. The Old Testament was a living 
book to him; the book in which he heard the voice 
of the living God. Then we will hear Jesus’ own 
words out of the pages of the Gospels; the words 
that people in Capernaum and in many other places 
heard with so much surprise and joy. We will hear 
the Holy Spirit speaking to us about the things of 
Jesus from the other pages of the New Testament. 
The prayers and the hymns will fix our minds on 
Jesus and raise our hearts to him. We will listen 
to catch his teachings out of the sermon, and to let 
his spirit and his commands as they are explained 
lift the burden from our hearts and give us peace 


Jesus in Peter’s Home 


There was a quiet spot back in the hills - 
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and refresh us in our determination to withstand 
every temptation and to follow him as faithfully as 
the four fishermen did. 


JESUS HEALING THE SICK 


We often have sick friends or relatives, and that 
makes us sad and apprehensive. Sometimes we 
ourselves are sick, and we wish for some healing 
hand to raise us or our loved ones up from the bed 
of sickness as Jesus did in Peter’s home. We won- 
der why it is that he no longer touches the sick 
and makes them well all at once as he did in the 
old days. 

Jesus does heal the sick to-day. Who can doubt 
that in answer to prayer to God in the name of 
Jesus many, many people are healed of their sick- 
ness or relieved of the afflictions of their minds. 
There are thousands of Christian homes to-day that 
are as happy, or would be as happy as Peter’s 
home if they were as grateful, because members of 


the household have been restored to them by prayer 


in the name of Jesus. We must never despair, but 
must always remember to pray to God for the sick 
and the suffering, and to ask him for Jesus’ sake, 
who long ago healed so many, to heal and relieve 
them now. And God will do it, if it is the very 
best thing for them and for us. 

But we must also remember that Jesus has done 
a very much greater thing for us than even curing 
our diseases. He has died for us so that we might 
know the unfailing love of our heavenly Father for 
us, and trust him so much that we can feel that 
sickness and sorrow are among the all things which 
work together for our good. 


JESUS IN OUR HOMES 


It makes us feel as if Jesus belonged to eur com- 
mon, everyday lives when we think of him in Peter’s 
home. There he was with those four fishermen, 
and Peter’s wife, and her mother, in their only 
room, perhaps sitting on the floor and eating his 
Sabbath dinner from a cloth spread on the floor. 
Fine houses or poor houses were all the same to 
Jesus: it was the people in the houses that he loved 
and wanted to help. And if Jesus is going to help 
people with their lives, he will have to do it in 
their homes. After all, most of our lives, at least 
the parts of our lives that count most, are lived in 
our homes. If Jesus is with us in our homes, all is 
likely to be well with us. If our home lives are 
full of the spirit of Jesus, our lives away from 
home are likely to be true to him. 

What difference would it make in your home life 
if Jesus was there as he was in Peter’s home? Are 
there any things there that you would be ashamed 
to have Jesus see and hear? Would you act the 
way you do at home; would you feel the way about 
the other people at home; would you say and do 
the things at home, that you really do and say, if 
Jesus were there? Jesus is there as truly as he 
was in Peter’s little house at Capernaum. He is 
thefe as truly, but not in the same way. His phys- 
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ical presence was in Peter’s home. But everyone 
knows that physical presence is not the real thing; 
the real thing is spiritual presence. And Jesus is 
spiritually present in every one of your homes all 
the time. He sees and knows everything that is 
said and done; and more than that, he knows all 
your thoughts and desires. He knows all the hate- 
ful things and all the pleasant things; all the kind 
things and all the bitter things; all the heavenly 
things and all the hellish things. He is rejoiced or 
he is pained by all. 

He watches over your bed at night, and your 
‘prayers in his name are your recognition that he is 
there. He is with you when you rise in the morn- 
ing, and your morning prayers in his name are your 
salutations to him and your requests from him. If 
the whole family gathers for family prayers, as it 
ought to do, the reading of the Bible and the prayer 
and perhaps the singing of a hymn are all invita- 
tions to him to let his spirit control and bless the 
day. When you gather at the table and grace is 
said over your food—perhaps the children say the 
children’s grace, “Come, Lord Jesus, be our Guest” 
—he is with you at your meals as surely as he ate 
that Sabbath meal with Peter’s family and his 
friends. And when the members of the family 
separate for the day, he goes with each one of them 
as surely as he was with the four fishermen on their 
circuit of the villages of Galilee. If Jesus was 
in Peter’s home, he is also in our homes. If he 
was an untold blessing in Peter’s home, he will be 
an untold blessing in our homes. And as we are 
at home, so we will be in the world. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 
32. Possessed with demons. Or, demoniacs. 
34. Because they knew him. Jesus would not 
allow such unholy lips to testify to their knowl- 
edge that he was the Messiah. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Deseribe a typical house of Palestine. 
were the members of this household? 

2. Where did Jesus and the fishermen go on the 
Sabbath? Describe what happened there. 

3. What happened when they got home from the 
synagogue? 

4. How does Jesus speak to us to-day? 


Who 
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5. In what sense is Jesus in our homes? 

6. In what ways can we acknowledge Jesus’ pres- 
ence in our homes. 

7. How can we help to make our home life pleas- 
ing to him? 

The Intermediate Catechism 

(Question 57 concluded. Commandments V-X.) 

V. Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou shalt not kill. 

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

VIII. Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbor. 

X. Thou, shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his 
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What reasons are there for thinking that Peter 
was poor? What was the social position of most 
of the early Christian leaders? Why? 

2. In what ways was the synagogue service like 
our church service? Why? What reason can you 
give for each of the items on the order of service 
in your church? 

3. What encouragement to public worship and to 
private prayer may be gotten from this lesson? 

4. Does Jesus heal the sick now? If so, how? 
Why does he not do it in the way in which he used 
to do it? 

5. What is the importance of the spirit of the 
home? Who is responsible for the spirit of your 
homes? 

6. If you realized the presence of Jesus in your 
homes, in what ways would it change your attitude? 
Is Jesus in your homes, whether you realize his 
presence there or not? 

The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 43. What is the preface to the Ten Command- 
ments? 

A. The preface to the Ten Commandments is in 
these words, I am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 


Lesson IV—A LESSON IN TRUST 


The Golden Text—“I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”—Mark 9 : 24. 
TEXT OF LESSON, MATT. 14: 22-33 


COMMON VERSION 


22 ¥ And straightway Je’sus constrained his dis- 
ciples to get into a ship, and to go before him 
unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes 
away. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


22 And straightway he constrained the disciples 
to enter into the boat, and to go before him unto 
the other side, till he should send the multitudes 
away. 23 And after he had sent the multitudes 
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23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, 
he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and 
when the evening was come, he was there alone. 

24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, 
tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 

25 And in the fourth watch of the night Je’sus 
went unto them, -’alking on the sea. 

26 And when the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; 
and they cried out for fear. 

27 But straightway Je’sus spake unto them, say- 
ing, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 

28 And Pe’ter answered him and said, Lord, if 
it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 

29 And he said, Come, And when Pe’ter was 
come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, 
to go to Je’sus. : 

30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was 
afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 
Lord, save me. 

31 And immediately Je’sus stretched forth his 
hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou 
of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 

32 And when they were come into the ship, the 
wind ceased. 

33 Then they that were in the ship came and 
worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son 
of God. 


The Time—aA.D. 29. 
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away, he went up into the mountain apart to pray: 
and when even was come, he was there alone. 24 
But the boat was now in the midst of the sea, dis- 
tressed by the waves; for the wind was contrary. 
25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came 
unto them, walking upon the sea. 26 And when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
troubled, saying, It is a ghost; and they cried out 
for fear. 27 But straightway Jesus spake unto 
them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not 
afraid. 28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee upon the 
waters. 29 And he said, Come. And Peter went 
down from the boat, and walked upon the waters 
30 But when he saw the wind, 
he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried 
out, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And immediately 
Jesus stretched forth his hand, and took hold of 
him, and saith unto him, O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt? 32 And when they 
were gone up into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 
And they that were in the boat worshipped him, 
saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 


to come to Jesus. 


The Place—The Sea of Galilee. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; Octoberns 20) ) cy dans vase cs eb steadiocale Peter,in the School of; Christ; 225 a eeu Matt..14 222-33. 
Tuesday. October 22) ruse san Cbs woe oe ape Made Whole by-Paithy = $355.0 et fee Mark 5: 22-34. 
Wednesday, October *22 eo veer, te eee Raising Jairus’: Daughtenic/.0.. eicessh 2th Mark 5-: 35-43. 
Thursday 7 Octobers23o5. 7924405 cen ee oe Seeing and Hearing Jesus........ et ee: Luke 7 : 18-23. 
Friday; : October: 24.sse0-ai. BSI ire we Be ie A ‘Gracious Invitationves:c0'<y4 sae es ons fee Matt: 12, 25-30; 
Saturday, Octobem2Sen8 Giggs. se on omen. Feeding thes Multitude: i. 25.0.0. .c.05 abe osite Matt. 14: 13-21. 
Sunday;} October. 26ers. vin pedevels eee mee 5 Help fiom thes Lord ceaereeeae ee Ps. 40: 1-9. 


THE “FOX” TREMBLES 


His name was Herod Antipas. Men called him 
Herod the tetrarch. And tetrarch—prince of a 
small territory—he was; tetrarch of Galilee and 
Perea. Flatterers called him Herod the king. But 
Jesus called him “that fox.” The “Fox” had a 
guilty conscience. There was blood on his con- 
science; blood that cried out and would not be 
silenced. It was the blood of that old master of 
John and Andrew, who one day said to them, as 
Jesus passed by, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The 
Fox had thrown John the Baptist into prison. Now 
the Fox had murdered John; murdered him in a 
delirium of drunkenness and lust. And the Fox’s 
conscience gave him no rest. 

Rumors had reached the Fox’s ears. It is a won- 
der that they had not reached his ears before. Per- 
haps they had, but until after John was murdered 
his conscience was not searching all the news for 
things to fear. Rumors reached the Fox’s ears of 
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Jesus’ preaching in Galilee, and the crowds that 
gathered to hear him. For a year Jesus had been 
preaching and doing mighty works in Galilee. Just 
recently the twelve men whom he had chosen to be 
closest to him—Peter and Andrew, and James and 
John, the Galilean fishermen, were among them— 
had made a circuit of Galilee, two by two. They 
had attracted great attention. Rumors of it all 
reached the guilty Fox’s ears. With the rumors 
came the story that Jesus was John the Baptist 
come to life again. The Fox’s conscience would not 
let him doubt it. The miserable tetrarch said to 
his courtiers, “This is John the Baptist; he is risen 
from the dead; and therefore do these powers work 
in him.” 


THE RETIREMENT 


John the Baptist’s murder was to Jesus the 
shadow of his own approaching death. The fore- 
runner had gone; the Messiah must follow. Jesus 
must die, and his friends must be trained to earry 
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on his work, particularly the Twelve. Among the 
Twelve the most conspicuous were Peter, James, 
and John, the Galilean fishermen. 

The Twelve had come back to Jesus, weary but 
flushed with success. Indeed, there were such crowds 
nowadays that they did not even have time to eat. 
They all needed rest, and time to think and pray. 
They went across the Sea of Galilee to a quiet 
place on the northeastern shore. It was springtime, 
and this quiet spot was covered with a carpet of 
fresh green grass. It was just the place to rest. 
But the crowds would not let them rest. They 
plodded by the thousands 
around the head of the lake. 
There was to be no rest 
from teaching and healing 
that day. 


THE LORD PROVIDES 
SUPPER 


The mind and heart of 
Jesus were full of John’s 
death and the approach of 
his own death. It was about 
passover time. Jesus had 
compassion on the hungry 
multitude, and fed them all 
with five barley loaves and 
two little fishes which a 
fisher boy had with him. 
It was a great miracle. 
But we who know what 
Jesus did the night in which 
he was betrayed, at the 
passover feast, know what 
was in his mind. It was 
not only bread for the body 
of which he was thinking: 
it was the bread of life for 
the soul. On the night in 
which he was betrayed, we 
are told, “Jesus took bread, 
and blessed, and brake it; 
and he gave to the disciples, 
and said, Take, eat; this is 
my body.” This day on the 
shores of the lake, with his 
mind full of his approach- 
ing death and what it would 
mean, “he took the five 
loaves, and the two fishes, 
and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake 
and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the dis- 
ciples to the multitudes.” 


MISGUIDED ENTHUSIASM 


The crowds were far from understanding what 
was in the heart of Jesus. They were filled with 
enthusiasm for the great miracle they had seen per- 
formed. Before they had been doubtful about 
whether or not Jesus was the Messiah. Now ‘they 
were sure of it. This demonstration of power had 
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convinced them that Jesus was the Messiah, that 
he was the kind of Messiah they wanted, an earthly 
Messiah, a King who could lead them in triumph 
against their enemies and restore their nation to 
more than its ancient glory. 

Murmurs ran through the crowds. “Now is the 
time to act,” they said. ‘We will take Jesus and 
make him King whether he will or not. We will 
put him at our head and march in triumph to Jeru- 
salem, while new crowds throng to the Messiah’s 
banner.” He will rescore the ancient glory to 
the people of Israel. 


JESUS QUENCHES THE 
ENTHUSIASM 


Jesus knew only too well 
what was in the minds of 
the uneasy crowds. He knew 
only too well how they mis- 
understood him. He knew, 
too, the danger that the 
Twelve would become fur- 
ther infected with this false 
hope, and so be unfitted to 
help him to establish his 
real Kingdom, the spiritual 
Kingdom, in the hearts and 
minds and consciences of 
men. He must quench this 
mistaken enthusiasm;- he 
must make it plain that he 
was not and could never be 
that kind of earthly Mes- 
siah. He must get the 
Twelve away from the dan- 
gerous contagion. Above 
all, he must have time to 
think and to pray. It was 
a crisis, and the crisis must 
be lived through in com- 
munion with his Father in 
heaven. 

So Jesus forced the re- 
luetant Twelve to leave the 
spot where their hopes had 
been raised so high. He 
made them get into their 
boat and start back across 
the lake. Then he made it 
plain to the crowds that he 
never would and never could 
allow them to make such a king of him. He put out 
the fires of their enthusiasm. He killed their hopes. 
It was a turning point. The crowds never again 
flocked to him as they had done. Thousands lost 
all interest in him. But it had to be done for 
the sake of the “kingdom .. . not of this world.” 
And when the crowds had been dismissed, Jesus 
went back into the mountains to be alone with the 
Father. He needed strength for another day, and 
he knew that the best way to gain strength is to 
spend a season with the Father. 


Frederic Shields 
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A STORM ON THE LAKE 


The Sea of Galilee is set down deep in the moun- 
tains. The water courses from the northern pla- 
teaus and mountains “have cut out profound ravines 
and wild gorges, converging to the head of this 
lake, and these act like gigantic funnels to draw 
down the cold winds from the mountains.” Sudden 
storms are frequent. Dr. William M. Thomson de- 
scribes a storm on the lake: “The sun had searcely 
set when the wind began to blow toward the lake, 
and it continued all night long with constantly in- 
creasing violence; so that when we descended to the 
shore the next morning the surface of the lake was 
like that of a huge, boiling caldron. The wind 
swept down every wady from the northeast and 
east with such fury that no efforts of rowers could 
have brought a boat to land at any point along that 
coast.” 


“THE TWELVE CAUGHT IN THE STORM 


Such a storm rushed down on the boat in which 
the Twelve were crossing the lake. They could 
make no headway against it. Hour after hour 
passed and found them still rowing desperately but 
making no progress. The lake was a huge, boiling 
ealdron, over which the wind howled. They were 
exhausted and helpless. The peril was great. And 
so the morning watch found them. Rescue was im- 
possible. 


A FEARSOME SIGHT 


Suddenly a keen, sharp fear pierced their hearts, 
now deadened with utter weariness and fear of the 
violent elements. The winds and the waves, even 
in such rage, were at least known perils. An un- 
known peril seemed to threaten them, a peril that 
made them cry out in terror. An apparition—or 
what they thought was an apparition—a ghost, a 
supernatural being, approached them, walking on 
the rushing waves. 


IT WAS A SUPERNATURAL BEING 


It was a being above nature whom they saw. But 
it was not a ghost, nor a fearsome spirit from the 
underworld. It was Jesus. Jesus had shown him- 
self in many ways above nature. In many ways 
he had already proved himself to be a supernatural 
Being, and in many ways he was yet to show him- 
self possessed of the power which belongs to God 
only. Now he spoke to the terror-stricken Twelve, 
“Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” 


PETER’S VENTURE 


The winds roared on, and the waves piled them- 
selves in furious masses. But the voice of Jesus 
stirred a great desire in the heart of Peter, the 
Galilean fisherman. It was a desire to show his 
love for his Master and his faith in him. His voice 
rang out above the uproar of the elements, “Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee upon the 
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waters.” He was eager to venture out on the waves, 
but not unless the Lord commanded. The Lord bade 
him come. Then, upheld by faith, Peter, the Gali- 
lean fisherman, did what never man had done be- 
fore. He walked on the water; he trod on the 
boisterous waves of the Sea of Galilee. 


AS LONG AS FAITH HELD 


As long as faith held, Peter did the impossible. 
But when the first quick flush of exaltation was 
passed; and when he actually found himself tread- 
ing on the fluid waves, fear clutched at his heart. 
With fear came a loss of faith. With the loss of 
faith came failure. He began to sink. But even 
then, the Galilean fisherman knew that Jesus could 
save him. His own failure cast him back on Jesus. 
When his strange and wonderful adventure seemed 
to be ending in tragic disaster, he cried, “Lord, 
save me.” No sooner had the prayer left his lips, 
than Jesus’ hand came in answer. And with the 
hand of Jesus came his gentle words, “O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” Faith 
upheld him again, and together, Jesus and his dis- 
ciple reached the boat and climbed into it. When 
Jesus entered the boat, the wind ceased. All dan- 
ger was past. The impossible had happened. They 
were safe, and Peter was safe. Jesus had saved 
them in a way impossible to men. They worshiped 
him. They were sure that he was more than human. 
They said, “Of a truth thou art the Son of God.” 
That was better than for them to say, “Of a truth 
thou art the Messiah.” You remember what the 
crowds had thought only a few hours before? Now 
the Twelve knew that Jesus is more than human, 
that he is God’s Son, and that he can do the im- 
possible. Their faith was in him. 


FAITH IN JESUS 


A writer has said, “They who know what is meant 
by faith in a friend, know, too, what the Scrip- 
tures mean to express when they speak of faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” That is true. But the 
kind of faith depends upon the kind of friend. 
The Twelve knew that Jesus was more than human, 
that he was a supernatural Friend, a Friend above 
nature, a Friend who could do the impossible. He 
was the kind of Friend who knew their condition 
even when they could not see him. He was the 
kind of Friend and Saviour who could help and 
save them when all other helpers failed. He is still 
such a Friend. We cannot see him, but he sees us. 
We cannot help ourselves, and no human help will 
be enough; but he can help us. 


WHY DOUBT? 


We have much to learn from Peter, the Galilean 
fisherman. We have to learn his great desire to 
prove his love for Jesus by attempting the impos- 
sible. What have you ever attempted to do for 
Jesus to show your love for him? If you have the 
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heart for it, Jesus bids you attempt the impossible 
for him, just as he bade Peter come to him on the 
water. 

We have to learn that fear brings loss of faith 
and loss of faith brings failure. When we attempt 
anything for Jesus we must not let its impossibility 
daunt us; we must not let the obstacles frighten 
us; we must not weaken in our trust of him who 
bids us try it. There are no failures in the Chris- 
tian life except those that are caused by the failure 
of faith. 

We have to learn that even in the moment of 
failure, Jesus saved. When our faith is failing, we 
must still ery, “Lord, save me.” And the Lord 
will save us, and his gentle voice will ask us, “O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” 
Why, indeed, should we doubt the love or the power 
of One who since the day he taught the Twelve 
this great lesson in trust, has shown his faith in 
God and his love for us by dying for us? Why, 
indeed, should we doubt the love or the power of 
One who has given us the broken bread and the 
cup of his blood as a constant reminder of what he 
did for us, and as a promise of what he will do if 
we will only trust him? 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


22. And straightway he constrained the dis- 
ciples. The disciples were unwilling to go, but 
Jesus compelled them. The explanation is to be 
found in John 6:14, 15. To go before him. Jesus 
intended to follow. 

25. And in the fourth watch. Between 3 and 
6 A.M. 

33. Worshipped him. ‘The Greek word denotes 
an act of reverence whether paid to a creature, 
Matt. 4:9; 18:26, or to the Creator. Ch. 4: 10.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Herod think that Jesus was John the 
Baptist raised from the dead? What does a guilty 
conscience do to us? 
a guilty conscience? 

2. What kind of Messiah did the crowds think 
that Jesus was after the feeding of the five thou- 
sand? Why did not Jesus let them do what they 
wanted to do? 

3. Why did Jesus send the Twelve away? 

4. Why did Jesus wait to help them until they 
were in such distress? Why does Jesus sometimes 
let us get into trouble before he helps us? 

5. When do we most need help? Does Jesus com- 
mand us to do anything which it is impossible for 
us to do without his help? What things? Will 
he let us get into trouble before he helps us? 

6. Why did Peter want to walk on the water? 
Was it a commendable desire? Did Jesus reprove 
him for it? For what did Jesus reprove him? 

7. What things have you failed to attempt  be- 
cause they were impossible, or because you thought 


A Lesson in Trust 


How may we be free from. 


October 26, 1919 


that they were impossible? Are they impossible for 
Jesus? What ought you to do, then? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 58. What do the first four commandments 
teach? 

A. The first four commandments teach that there 
is but one God; that we should worship him alone, 
reverence his name, and keep his Sabbath holy. 

Q. 59. What does the fifth commandment teach? 

A. The fifth commandment teaches that it is our 
duty to love and honor our parents and to obey 
them in all things, in the Lord. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why did Jesus regard John the Baptist’s death 
as the forerunner of his own death? Why did he 
seek retirement? 

2. What connection is there between the feeding 
of the five thousand and the Lord’s Supper? 

3. What means did Jesus take to teach the 
Twelve faith in himself? What is the difference 
between believing things about Jesus and believing 
in Jesus? 

4. What reasons have you for believing that Jesus 
is more than human? 

5. Explain Dr. Plummer’s statement: “There is 
on Peter’s side, the combination (so strange and 
yet so natural) of confidence in the Master and 
confidence in himself. There is the usual impulsive- 
ness (partly good and partly evil) to join the Lord 
at once and to be before the others in doing so.” 

6. How did Peter’s failure work its own cure? 
V. 30. What is the cure for our failures? 

7. What do you regard as impossible for (1) 
yourself; (2) for your friends; (3) for your church; 
(4) for the world. Apply this lesson to these im- 
possibilities. 

The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 44. What doth the preface of the Ten Com- 
mandments teach us? 

A. The preface to the Ten Commandments teach- 
eth us, that because God is the Lord, and our God, 
and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all 
his commandments. 


THE LESSON IN RIME 
“These lessons thou dost give 
To teach me how to live, 
To do, to bear, 

To get, to share, 

To work and pray 

And trust alway.” 


A LESSON PRAYER 


Lord Jesus, the way is not hard when thou art 
near, brightening our lives and giving us peace. 
Show us that there is always a door open before 
us, and enable us to enter in for thy honor and 
glory. Give us the spirit of perfect trust that 
makes all service a delight. Amen. 
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TEMPERANCE LESSON. (WORLD’S TEMPERANCE 
SUNDAY.) 


The Golden Text—“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
—lCor.. 10-°"°31- 


TEXT OF LESSON, JER. 35: 1-8, 12-14a, 18, 19 


COMMON VERSION 


1 The word which came unto Jer-e-mi’ah from 
the LorpD in the days of Je-hoi’a-kim the son of Jo- 
si‘ah king of Ju’dah, saying, 

2 Go unto the house of the Re’chab-ites, and 
speak unto them, and bring them into the house 
of the Lorp, into one of the chambers, and give 
them wine to drink. 

3 Then I took Ja-az-a-ni’ah the son of Jer-e- 
mi’ah, the son of Hab-az-zi-ni’ah, and his brethren, 
and all his sons, and the whole house of the Re’- 
chab-ites; 

4 And I brought them into the house of the Lorp 
into the chamber of the sons of Ha’nan, the son of 
Ig-da-li’ah, a man of God, which was by the chamber 
of the princes, which was above the chamber of 
Ma-a-se’iah the son of Shal’lum, the keeper of the 
door: 

5 And I set before the sons of the house of the 
Re’chab-ites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said 
unto them, Drink ye wine. 

6 But they said, We will drink no wine: for 
Jon’a-dab the son of Re’chab our father commanded 
us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor 
your sons for ever: 

7 Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor 
plant vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye 
shall dwell in tents; that ye may live many days in 
the land where ye be strangers. 

8 Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jon’a-dab 
the son of Re’chab our father in all that he hath 
charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our 
Wives, our sons, nor our daughters; 


oe * * * * 


12 ¢ Then came the word of the Lorp unto Jer- 
e-mi’ah, saying, 

13 Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Is’- 
ra-el; Go and tell the men of Ju’dah and the in- 
habitants of Je-ru’sa-lem, Will ye not receive in- 
struction to hearken to my words? saith the Lorp. 

14 The words of Jon’a-dab the son of Re’chab, 
that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are 
per.ormed; for unto this day they drink none, but 
obey tneir father’s commandment: 


* * * * * 


18 { And Jer-e-mi’ah said unto the house of the 
Re’chab-ites, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God 
of Is’ra-el; Because ye have obeyed the command- 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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1 The word which came unto Jeremiah from Je- 
hovah in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, 
king of Judah, saying, 2 Go unto the house of the 
Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them 
into the house of Jehovah, into one of the chambers, 


and give them wine to drink. 3 Then I took Jaaza- 


_ niah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, 


and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole 
house of the Rechabites; 4 and I brought them into 
the house of Jehovah, into the chamber of the sons 
of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, the man of God, 
which was by the chamber of the princes, which was 
above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, 
the keeper of the threshold: 5 and I set before the 
sons of the house of the Rechabites bowls full of 
wine, and cups; and I said unto them, Drink ye 
wine. 6 But they said, We will drink no wine; 
for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, com- 
manded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither 
ye, nor your sons, for ever: 7 neither shall ye 
build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor 
have any; but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; 
that ye may live many days in the land wherein ye 
sojourn. 8 And we have obeyed the voice of Jona- 
dab the son of Rechab, our father, in all that he 
charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our 
wives, our sons, or our daughters: 


* * * * * 


12 Then came the word of Jehovah unto Jere- 
miah, saying, 13 Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Go, and say to the men of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not re- 
ceive instruction to hearken to my words? saith 
Jehovah. 14 The words of Jonadab the son of 
Rechab, that he commanded his sons, not to drink 
wine, are performed; and unto this day they drink 
none, for they obey their father’s commandment: 


* * * * * 
18 And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Re- 
chabites, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Because ye have obeyed the commandment 
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ment of Jon’a-dab your father, and kept all his pre- 
cepts, and done according unto all that he hath com- 
manded you: 

19 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the 
God of Is’ra-el; Jon’a-dab the son of Re’chab shall 
not want a man to stand before me for ever. 


The Time—About 600 B.c. 
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of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, 
and done according unto all that he commanded 
you; 19 therefore thus saith Jehovah of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not 
want a man to stand before me for ever. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Moncey Ootober: 21. utaitentianic + tev sates Keeping the Commandments..........+.-+-- Jer. 35: 1-11. 
SAIBEEIRY ALI CLOD AT at hd ihos caueerre pra: cece le Foe Rewards and Penalties........06.8e.e0+e0-: Jer. 35 : 12-19. 
WV EATICSURY = CUCtODET 20 Scala + Sack wim ote wishes Shes DiacAt to: the Glory: of: Godt fie e eee es LT Cors10 (423-33. 
Thursday, October 30............+.+--+0+- Whe Vocs: of the- Drunkardceissicls os =i 4 meee ce Prov. 23 : 29-35. 
PARI ¥ A ICUO DOT col faa eek cid rietietirelgin s Fe 05 That I Make Not My Brother to Stumble....I Cor. 8 : 4-13. 
Matarday, November“). sean ls caee ae ey o> Mrnice of Lies: and Spiviley ack ea es eee es = Gal. 5 : 16-25. 
PINGAYy INOVEINUCT Dyck cws e oevsc ae alediald. cae Petcen-Beaviniee cosets ees. ek oe eee ene Gal. 6: 1-10 


THE CAPITAL BESIEGED 


Jerusalem was besieged. The capital city of the 
Southern Kingdom—the Northern Kingdom had 
long ago paid the price of its wickedness—was full 
of refugees. Nebuchadrezzar’s Chaldean and Ara- 
mean bands were killing and ravaging up to the 
city gates. They were the hammer of Géd to break 
this city as Samaria had been broken; and they 
did break it. Jerusalem was a wicked city. Its 
king, Jehoiakim, was covetous, unjust, luxurious, 
and irreligious. Its nobles and ruling classes were 
like its king. Its people were degenerate. The 
simple faith and the simple virtues of the old days 
were gone. The fear of Jehovah was gone. Jeho- 
vah’s Commandments were regarded as idle words. 
They were fine-sounding in the rituals, but no one 
could be expected to live up to them. The worship 
of Jehovah in the Temple still went on with pomp 
and splendor; but it was a wicked and empty form. 
The worship of heathen gods and goddesses went 
on, too; heathen abominations were practiced 
openly and without shame. It was the fashion. 


JEREMIAH 


But there was a priest in the city—disowned, 
hated, and persecuted by the ruling clique of priests 
who fawned upon the king—in whose heart burned 
a passion for the honor of the living and true God. 
God had made him a prophet. He stood at the gate 
of the Temple and warned the people that it was 
no use to say over and over again that the Temple 
of Jehovah was in the city, and making that an ex- 
cuse and a covering for evil and godless lives. He 
pointed back toward the Temple and spoke as if 
Jehovah himself were speaking, “Will ye steal, mur- 
der, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and 
burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods 

.and come and stand before me in this house, 
which is called by my name?” 

He declared that no island, no continent, not 
the whole world, had ever seen the like of what was 
seen in Jerusalem—a people false to its God. Every 


other land and every other people is true to its 
own god. “See,” he said, “if there is anything like 
this. Has any other nation made a change of gods, 
even though the gods of the other nations are no 
God at all? But the people of the living and true 
God have deserted their God; exchanged their glory 
for nothing. Be astonished at this, O heavens, shud- 
der and wither up.” Is it not enough to make the 
heavens shudder and wither up? But the people 
only hated him for what he said, and most of all 
they hated him because what he said was true. 


THE RECHABITES 


In an open place somewhere within the walls of 
Jerusalem a clan of refugees had taken temporary 
shelter. They had been driven in from their cus- 
tomary haunts. They were not city dwellers nor 
village dwellers as were the other refugees. They 
were nomads. The members of the clan were called 
Rechabites, which means “horsemen,” or something 
of the kind. ‘They iived in the open air, and moved 
their tents with their flocks and herds from one 
camping ground to another. It was the way the 
great forefathers of Israel had lived; the way the 
Israelites had lived in the wilderness. But these 
Rechabites were not Israelites, though centuries be- 
fore their ancestors had cast in their lot with the 
Israelites and with Jehovah. They preserved the 
simple faith in Jehovah and the simple virtues of 
the olden time. The chief of the clan was a certain 
Jaazaniah. 


THE RECHABITES SUMMONED TO THE 
TEMPLE 


One day the clan had an unusual visitor. The 
prophet Jeremiah visited them. He had a formal 
interview with Jaazaniah, and solemnly summoned 
Jaazaniah to follow him to the Temple, accom- 
panied by the whole clan. It was a strange-looking 
procession to the languid and elegant city dwellers 
—these nomads in: tow of that fanatic trouble 
maker! 
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Led by Jeremiah they passed through the gate 
into the outer court of the Temple, and up into a 
large chamber of which there were many surround- 
ing the outer court, used as storerooms, rooms for 
officers, and meeting places where ceremonial meals 
could be eaten, and the like. The chamber into 
which Jeremiah led the Rechabites was commenly 
used by a man of God, or prophet, named Hanan, 
and the guild of his young disciples or “sons,” whom 
he was training for the prophetic office. Hanan 
was no doubt in sympathy with Jeremiah. His 
chamber was next to the chamber of the princes, 
which was directly above the chamber occupied by 
that important official, the keeper of the threshold. 
As the nomad clan entered the Temple and climbed 
up into Hanan’s spacious chamber, the outer court 
of the Temple filled with a curious throng. 


THE HONOR OF THE RECHABITES 


When the clan was assembled in the chamber, 
the men watched Jeremiah’s actions with thought- 
ful eyes. What could he mean? Surely he must 
know about them. Jeremiah was setting bowls and 
cups full of wine before them. When all were 
served, Jeremiah ordered them to drink. “No,” 
they said, “we will drink no wine. Nearly three 
hundred years ago our great ancestor Jonadab or- 
dered his descendants never to drink wine; nor to 
build a house; nor to sow seed; nor to plant or 
own a vineyard. And we have obeyed our father 
Jonadab all these years. No Rechabite has ever 
drunk wine, or built a house, or owned a vineyard 
or field, or planted seed; but we have always lived 
in tents until now that the Chaldeans have forced 
us to live in Jerusalem for a little while.” 

‘Think of it! For almost three hundred years 
successive generations had obeyed the injunctions of 
their great ancestor. They had resisted all temp- 
tation to give’up the simplicity of their life in the 
open air. They were untouched by the weaknesses 
and the vice of town and city life. They had been 
obedient. They had been true. Their honor was 
unstained. The passage of the years had not se- 
duced them from their duty. 


THE CONTRAST 


The sturdy, honest words of these nomads were 
like a knife in Jeremiah’s heart. These nomads 
had been so true to the commands of Jonadab; the 
Israelites had been so false to the commands of 
Jehovah. With the word of Jehovah on his lips, 
Jeremiah went down and addressed the throngs in 
the Temple court. “Jehovah asks you,” he eried, 
“when you will obey his words. The words of Jona- 
dab have been obeyed these three hundred years. 
He was but a man, though the father of his clan. 
‘But,’ says Jehovah, ‘I am God, and my words are 
not obeyed. I have spoken to you early and late, 
and you have not listened. I have sent the proph- 
ets to you to warn you and to command your obedi- 
ence, and you have not listened. These Rechabites 
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have obeyed the word of their father, but you have 
not obeyed the word of your God. You will suffer 
all the evil consequences of which you were fore- 
warned.’ ” 

And then Jeremiah turned to the nomad clan 
which had so nobly kept faith with its ancient 
leader, and on behalf of Jehovah promised them 
an enduring name. Dr. John D. Davis says, “Pro- 
fessed descendants of the sect still exist in Meso- 
potamia and Yemen.” In another sense, they have 
a still more enduring name and fame. After a 
lapse of twenty-five centuries their sturdy obedience 
to their father’s word is well known and honored. 
And since the record of it is written in a Book 
which will never die, the fame of the Rechabites is 
forever secure. 


SIMPLICITY OF LIFE 


In Jonadab’s day the corruption of morals and 
religion which was so fatal to the Israelites had 
already gone very far. As a great chief, he threw 
in his lot with the reformers. But above all he was 
determined to keep his own clan free from the 
vices which flourished in the cities and towns. Ile 
was anxious for them to keep their old simplicity, 
and so he [aid his commands upon them. They were 
never to settle down; they were always to live in 
tents. They were never to build houses or engage 
in agriculture. They were never even to drink the 
fruit of the vine. : 

Simplicity of life is a great safeguard. Plain liv- 
ing is very far better for the encouragement of vir- 
tue than needless luxury. Great wealth with its 
consequent temptations to idleness and _ profligacy 
has been the downfall of many a family and many 
a nation. All living that is for show—that is, all 
building, and dressing, and eating, and drinking 
that are indulged in to keep up the pace—is ruinous 
to morality and religion. The Rechabites lived sim- 
ply in obedience to Jonadab’s command; and that 
simplicity of life saved them from the general cor- 
ruption of their times. It will save any family. 

Of course plain living is not the same as poverty. 
Poverty is an encourager of vice to only a less de- 
gree than excessive wealth. Temperance lies between 
the extremes. 


KEEPING OUT OF FAST COMPANY 


The life of the Rechabites kept them from as- 
sociation with the high-living town dwellers and 
city dwellers. They spent their lives and raised 
their families in the wholesome solitudes. Their 
contact with the vices that flourish in crowded 
places was only occasional. They could not be 
drawn little by little through bad example into 
ways of living which would at last ruin them. 

We cannot live in the open air away from cities 
and towns as they did. Perhaps it would not be 
well for us to desire it. But we can recognize the 
danger of keeping company where vices are lightly 
regarded or are pleasantly practiced. We can re- 
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member that unfailing rule, “Evil companionships 
corrupt good morals,” and refuse to mingle in com- 
pany with those of intemperate speech, or thoughts, 
or actions. 


THE HONOR OF OBEDIENCE 


We honor the Rechabites for their long years of 
stedfast obedience to the commands of their fore- 
father. It could not have been easy. If it had been 
easy to resist the temptation to live as others were 
living all around them, we would not honor them 
as we do. They were true to their principles, just 
because they were principles, and because they had 
been handed down from such an honorable source. 

How much better and more honorable is it to 
obey the. commands of God? How much greater is 
the necessity for remaining true to those commands 
which we have from God through thick and thin, 
against any temptation, however seducing? And 
what better guidance can we have to govern our 
eating and drinking, our speech and our actions than 
the principle with which God furnished Paul, “If 
meat causeth my brother to stumble, I will eat no 
flesh for evermore.” 

God’s second great commandment to us is to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. Put the whole matter 
of temperance on that ground—temperance in drink- 
ing intoxicating liquors, temperance in eating, tem- 
perance in every thought and action. How will 
my temperance or my intemperance affect those 
whom I am commanded to love as myself? If in- 
temperance of any kind will make our brothers to 
offend, then we are denied indulgence in it by the 
command of God. 

How will it be for us? Shall we some day be 
asked by God: “When will you obey my word? I 
have spoken to you early and late, commanding 
you to keep your bodies pure as temples of my 
Spirit, and your hearts pure that you may see me. 
I have sent the prophets to you, and last of all my 
Son, Jesus Christ, who taught you by his life and 
his words to think and act not for yourselves but 
for others. Have you done it? Or must the con- 
sequences of your evil-doing fall on you as it did 
on the Israelites?” 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


2. Go unto the house of the Rechabites. 
family or clan of the Rechabites. See vs. 3, 5. 
6. Jonadab. II Kings 10:15 following. 


The 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. How did the Rechabites come to be in Jerusa- 
lem? 

2. How were the Israelites acting toward God at 
the time? 

3. Why did Jeremiah summon the Rechabites to 
the Temple? 

4. What did Jeremiah offer them there? Why 
did they refuse? Was it a good reason? Why? 

5. Why had Jonadab laid these commands on his 
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descendants? From what had obedience to these 
commands kept them? 

6. What selfish reasons can you give for being 
temperate in drinking? in eating? in speech? in 
action? What unselfish reasons can you give? 

7. Why is there more honor in obeying God’s com- 
mands than in obeying the commands of any man? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 60. What do the last five commandments 
teach? 

A. The last five commandments teach that we 
should not take from others anything which is theirs 
—their life, their purity, their property, or their 
good name—and should not even in our hearts covet 
what is theirs. 

Q. 61. What great truth did Jesus Christ teach 
about our worship of God? 

A. The great truth that Jesus Christ taught about 
our worship of God is this: “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Describe the moral and religious conditions in 
Jerusalem. 

2. What was the point of putting the Rechabites 
to this test? 

3. What were Jonadab’s reasons for laying these 
commands on his descendants? What is the rela- 
tion of the command not to drink wine to the other 
commands? 

4.-What is the connection between luxury and 
vice? Between poverty and vice? 

5. What is the connection between bad company 
and intemperance? 

6. Why did the Rechabites obey Jonadab? 
there greater reasons for our obeying God? 
reasons? 

7. How does I Cor. 8:13 apply to temperance? 
Does the principle involved in I Cor. 8: 13 become 
a command of God in view of Matt. 22: 39? What 
will be the consequences of disobedience? 

8. What is our personal responsibility for tem- 
perance reform? I Cor. 8: 13. 

9. Name some other things in addition to liquor 
in which we may be intemperate. 


Are 
What 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 45. Which is the first commandment? 
A. The first commandment is, Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me. 


A BIT TO LEARN 


“The man who wins is the man who stays 
In the unsought paths, and the rocky ways, 
And, pernaps, who lingers, now and then, 
To help some failure to rise again, 

Ah, he is the man who wins.” 
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PETER’S GREAT CONFESSION 


The Golden Text—“Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”— 
Matt. 16: 16. , 


TEXT OF LESSON, MATT. 16: 13-24 


COMMON VERSION 


13 { When Je’sus came into the coasts of Ces-a- 
re’a Phi-lip’pi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom 
do men say that I the Son of man am? 

14. And they said, Some say that thou art John 
the Bap’tist: some, E-li’as; and others, Jer-e-mi’as, 
or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that 
I am? 

16 And Si’mon Pe’ter answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Je’sus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Si’mon Bar—jo’na: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Pe’- 
ter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should 
tell no man that he was Je’sus the Christ. 

21 { From that time forth began Je’sus to shew 
unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Je-ru’- 
sa-lem, and suffer many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day. 

22 Then Pe’ter took him, and began to rebuke 
him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall 
not be unto thee. 

23 But he turned, and said unto Pe’ter, Get thee 
behind me, Sa’tan: thou art an offence unto me: for 
thou savourest not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men. 

24. {Then said Je’sus unto his disciples, Tf any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


13 Now when Jesus came into the parts of Cesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Who do men 
say that the Son of man is? 14 And they said, 
Some say John the Baptist; some, Elijah; and 
others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 15 He 
saith unto them, But who say ye that I am? 16 
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus 


answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Si- 


mon Bar-Jonah: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. 
18 And I also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 I 
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 
Then charged he the disciples that they should tell 
no man that he was the Christ. 

21 From that time began Jesus to show unto his 
disciples, that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suf- 
fer many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised 
up. 22 And Peter took him, and began to rebuke 
him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall 
never be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art a 
stumbling-block unto me: for thou mindest not the 
things of God, but the things of men. 24 Then said 
Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. 


Additional Passages for Study: Isa. 9: 1-6; 11: 1-10; 49: 1-6; 52:13 to 53: 12; Matt. 2: 1-6; 26 : 63, 64; 
Luke 24 : 25-27, 44-47; John 1: 41, 49; 4: 25, 26. 


The Time—aA.D. 29. 


The Place—Near Cesarea Philippi. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, November 8.2. Jen ican eu Peter’s. Great. Confession. ....<..c<.+hes. Matt. 16 : 13-24. 
Tuesday, November, 4000 0, yee bs Denying. Self 2.303 2 oP oe gee Mark 8: 31-38. 
Wednesday, November. 5................ The Words of Eternal Life.............. John 6: 63-69. 
Thursday, November 6.................. A Father Who Trusted in Jesus.......... John 4: 46-53. 
Friday, November 7225. oo. The Messiahship of Jesus.....0:.....<--. Luke 24 : 25-27, 44-47. 
Saturday, November 8.............0.0 The Coming Kingdom..................- Isa. 11: 1-10. 
Sunday, November 9.......+.......02-... The Suffering Servant of God............ Isa., ch. 53. 
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DEEPENING SHADOWS 

After Jesus’ refusal to let the people make him 
king, the tide ran against him. He was not and 
could not be the kind of Messiah the people wanted. 
So Jesus turned from his ministry of teaching and 
healing, and sought a little leisure with the Twelve. 
They must be trained to carry on his work after 
his death. Above all they must be taught the neces- 
sity for his death, and as much of its meaning as 
possible. 


UNBELIEF 


The people at large 
did not believe that 
Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. They had ex- 
pected and desired a 
Messiah who should 
lead them in triumph 
against their oppres- 
sors and set up a 
glorious kingdom of 
Israel. It would be 
a righteous kingdom 
to be sure, but it 
would be a _ worldly 
kingdom. Jesus had 
crushed the last hope 
in the breasts of 
thousands when he 
had refused to be 
such .a king. The 
people were willing 
to grant that there 
was something un- 
usual about him; that 
he ranked with the 
prophets, even the 
greatest of them; but 
they did not believe 
that he was the prom- 
ised Messiah. He 
might be, indeed it 
was very probable 
that he was, the fore- 
runner of the Mes- 
siah, but he was not 
the Messiah himself. 

All this came out 
in answer to a ques- 
tion which Jesus 
asked the Twelve in 
the region of Cesarea Philippi. The Twelve said 
that there were various opinions about him. Some 
thought that he was John the Baptist returned to 
life. Some thought that he was Elijah come back. 
Some thought that he was J eremiah or some other 
of the old prophets. There was a popular belief 
that Elijah must come again before the Messiah 
came. There was also some talk of Jeremiah’s re- 
that glorious event. But at 
any rate, the people were agreed in thinking that 
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PETER’S CONFESSION 
" He saith unto them, But who say ye that lam?” 
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Jesus was not the Messiah. That deepened the 


shadows. 
HE IS THE MESSIAH 


But what did the Twelve think? They had once 
believed that he was the Messiah. They had believed 
that he was the Messiah when they had left all and 
followed him. They had believed that he was the Mes- 
siah when they accompanied him on his tours of 
preaching and healing. They had believed that he 
was the Messiah when 
they had accepted 
their appointment as 
apostles. But what 
did they think now 
when “many of his 
disciples went back, 
and walked no more 
with him’? There 
was a time when even 
the Twelve seemed 
likely to “go away.” 
Were they disap- 
pointed in him, too? 
They had shared 
these hopes of an 
earthly kingdom. Per- 
haps they thought 
that he was only one 
of the old prophets; 
perhaps they were 
following him merely 
as the forerunner of 
the Messiah. 

Walking in the 
shadow of his rejec- 
tion by the people, 
Jesus asked them the 
fateful question, “But 
who say ye that I 
am?” And Peter an- 
swered for himself 
and for the Twelve 
without an instant’s 
hesitation, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” 
It was a glorious an- 
swer, a thrilling con- 
fession of faith. Pe- 
ter was true, and the 
others were true. 
They believed that 
Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God. 


William Hole 


THE EXULTATION OF JESUS 


Peter’s confession affected Jesus very deeply. It 
warmed his heart. It made a sunny spot in the 
midst of the deepening shadows. In his exultation, 
Jesus exclaimed, “You are a highly favored man, 
Simon Bar-Jonah.” That was the first name by 
which Jesus had known the Galilwan fisherman, 
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“You are a highly favored man, Simon, Bar-Jonah. 
It was not human instruction that taught you that 
I am the Messiah. It was my Father in heaven.” 
It was a great moment. A simple fisherman had 
been taught by God that Jesus was the Messiah. 
When he made his quick confession he spoke for 
others. But it was Peter who spoke. 


PETER THE ROCK, THE STEWARD, AND THE 
DIRECTOR 


The Father in heaven had revealed to Peter that 
Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus the Messiah now made 
a further revelation to Peter. The Messiah was 
going to build his Church. Peter should be the 
rock on which the Chureh was built. Jesus said 
to him, “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church.” When other disciples had gone 
back “and walked no more” with Jesus, Peter re- 
mained firm. He confessed his faith in Jesus on his 
own behalf and on behalf of the Twelve. But Peter 
was the confessor. Others who confessed the same 
faith would be added to the Church. But Peter was 
the first. “The household of God” would be “built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets.” 
But Peter was the first. He was the rock. 

The Chureh which the Messiah would build upon 
Peter confessing his faith would be very strong. It 
would be stronger than the strongest thing you can 
think of. The Church would be stronger than “the 
gates of Hades.” It would be stronger and more 
stable than all the powers of death and evil. 

But Peter was not only to be the rock founda- 
tion on which the Church was to be built. He was 
also to be the house steward of the citadel. The 
keys were to be in his hand. He had been the first 
to confess; he was to be the first in authority in 
the Kingdom of heaven come to earth in the Church 
which the Messiah founds. Perhaps Jesus was 
thinking of the many converts Peter admitted to 
the Christian Church. Remember the Day of Pen- 
tecost, for instance, when after Peter had preached, 
about three thousand new members were added to 
the infant Church. Read the account of Peter’s 
activities in the early days of the Church as they 
are told in The Acts, and you will see that Peter 
had the keys of the Kingdom of heaven. 

But more than that, Peter was to have the 
power of “binding and loosing.” Those two words 
sound strange to us; we do not clearly see what 
they mean. They are technical expressions. “To 
bind” meant “to forbid.” “To loose” meant “to 
permit.” Peter was to decide, according to the law 
of Christ, what was forbidden and what was per- 
mitted in the Church. And what Peter forbade or 
permitted in the Messiah’s Church would be ratified 
in heaven. Observe that Jesus did not say to Peter 
“whomsoever thou shalt bind on earth,” “but what- 
soever,” not persons, but things. In this authority 
the other apostles were to share, Matt. 18: 18, but 
Peter’s confession of faith was first, and his author- 
ity was first. 


168 


Peter’s Great Confession 


prophets.” 


November 9, 1919 


THE MESSIAH’S CHURCH 


In our study of this difficult passage in which 
such position and authority are given to Peter, we 
must not overlook the main thing. Though Jesus 
was walking in the deepening shadow, he saw far 
into the future. He saw the accomplishment of the 
work he came to do. He saw the Kingdom of heaven 
come to earth in a church. He saw that Church 
stronger than all the powers of death and evil. He 
saw it grow under his hands, as he built it 
up on the first confessor, the rock Peter. To that 
Church we belong if we believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, and if we give 
our lives to him. The Church is the most glorious 
organization on earth; it is from heaven, built by 
Jesus “upon the foundation of the apostles and 
Peter is dead, and his position and 
authority died with him; the apostles and the 
prophets are dead. But Jesus built the Church 
on them, and nothing can ever prove stronger than 
the Church. 


THE SHADOW FALLS ON THE TWELVE 


Now that the Twelve had said that they believed 
in Jesus, and would not leave or reject him as so 
many of his disciples had done, Jesus could begin to 
tell them what lay ahead. He could begin to tell 
them what they could not understand, and never 
did understand until it was all over. Jesus had 
not proved to be the kind of worldly Messiah they 
had expected; in spite of that, they believed that 
he was the Messiah. But now he had to tell them 
something of which they had not dreamed. He had 
to tell them that he was not to have any kind of 
worldly triumph at all. It was, on the contrary, 
necessary for him to go to Jerusalem and suffer at 
the hands of the religious authorities. They were 
to triumph over him, and to make him suffer. many 
things. At last they were to kill him. But on the 
third day, he would rise from the dead. All this 
had to be; it was part of Jesus’ mission as the 
Messiah. He was the Lamb of God, and the Lamb 
of God must die. 


THE DEPTHS OF THE SHADOW 


It was a terrible shock to the Twelve. They 
were in the flush of a great experience. They had 
confessed their faith that Jesus was the Messiah in 
spite of everything, and the confession had given 
them a warm glow in their hearts. Besides, they 
loved Jesus. They had left everything to follow 
him. They were simply bound up in him. And 
now in their happy and _ self-denying enthusiasm, 
Jesus told them that the darkest days were to come, 
and that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer and 
be killed. It was unbelievable; it was terrible. 
It was like walking in the warm sunshine, and then 
being suddenly plunged into the deepest and coldest 
darkness. 
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' purpose to suffer and die. 


his Father’s will. 


_ talk like that.” 


in addressing the Twelve he addresses us. 
that not only must he go to Jerusalem and die on 


PETER’S PROTEST 


Peter was far from perfect, even though he was 
the rock. He was still self-willed and passionate; 
he was still spiritually blind; he had still many 
things to learn. Peter could not stand it to think 
of Jesus suffering and dying so. He could not recon- 
cile himself to the thought that the Messiah whom 
he loved should have to go through this terrible ex- 
perience. He did not think that Jesus ought to 
talk to the Twelve as he had been doing. If Peter, 
the rock, felt that way about what the Messiah must 
do in order to complete his work, how do you sup- 
pose the ignorant multitudes would feel? They 
could not even get the idea out of their heads that 
the Messiah must be an earthly king. It is no 
wonder that Jesus solemnly charged the Twelve 
that they should tell no one that he was the Christ. 

Peter felt that this talk about suffering and dying 
must be stopped. He felt that Jesus must be saved 
from himself; he must be made to give up this 
So Peter “took” Jesus 
and “began to rebuke him.” Think of it! Think 
of the presumption and the wickedness of it! He 
said to Jesus, “Heaven forbid: this that you are 
talking about must never, never happen.” Peter 
was determined to turn Jesus away from’‘his cross; 
to compel him to take some easy way; to persuade 
him to evade the duty which the Father in heaven 
had given him. 


SATAN’S WORK 


That was Satan’s work. It is Satan’s work with 
us: he tries to get us to evade the duty which the 
Father in heaven has laid on us. It had been 
Satan’s work with Jesus. Beginning with the days 
when Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, he 
had been trying to “induce Jesus to take a short 
and easy road to the Messiah’s throne”; he had 
been using all his arts and powers to turn Jesus 
away from his cross. Now Peter was doing Satan’s 
work. He was tempting Jesus as Satan had con- 
tinued to tempt him. Jesus recognized Satan in 
Peter. Peter was making it harder for him to do 
He turned on Peter and called 
him Satan. “Get thee behind me, Satan,” he said. 
“Tt is God’s will that I should die. You are trying 
to make me stumble in the path of duty. It is not 
God’s will that you are concerned about when you 
It was a severe rebuke, but it was 
deserved. 


A CROSS FOR EVERYONE 


Then Jesus solemnly addressed the Twelve, and 
He said 


the cross, but that the Twelve and every other one 
who would come after him, must deny himself, and 
take up his own cross, and follow him. 

What does it mean to deny oneself? It is more 
than self-denial. At least it is more than we ordi- 
narily mean by self-denial. Jesus had denied him- 
self. He had made God’s will the law of his life. 
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Nothing could turn him aside from doing the will 
of God, not any suffering, not death. So any who 
would come after Jesus must deny themselves. To 
deny oneself means to refuse to live for self and 
earthly gain. It means to surrender all to Jesus, 
even life itself. “That means to refuse to make 
one’s own pleasure the aim of life, and one’s own 
will the law of life. For these are substituted the 
well-being of others and the will of God.” 

What does it mean to take up one’s cross? The 
cross is the symbol of suffering and death. To take 
it up is to be willing to submit to any suffering 
and death for Jesus’ sake. It is willingly to sur 
render oneself for the well-being of others and the 
will of God. 

What does it mean to follow Jesus? It means 
to obey him in everything. It means to make his 
words and his example the rule of our lives. 


PETER LEARNED 

Peter learned. He learned to deny himself, and 
to take up his cross, and to follow Jesus. And 
though the lesson was bitter hard to learn, it was 
wonderful when it was learned. We have the ad- 
vantage of Peter. We understand better why the 
Messiah had to suffer; why the Lamb of God had 
to die It was for us. That makes us all the more 
willing to deny ourselves for the sake of him who 
denied himself for us; to take up our cross for the 
sake of him who bore the cross for us; to obey him 
who by his perfect obedience reconciled us to God. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


Most of these are explained in the comment. 

13. Son of man. A title which Jesus used to 
designate himself. Jesus adopted the title with 
reference to Dan. 7: 13 following. 

16. The Christ. “Christos” (Christ) is the Greek 
equivalent of Messiah. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did people think that Jesus was not the 
Messiah? Who did they think he was? 

2. What might have made the Twelve doubtful? 

3. Why was Peter the first to confess Christ? 
How can we confess Christ? 

4. How did Jesus feel about Peter’s confession? 
How does he feel if we confess him? If we reject 
him? 

5. What was Peter’s place in the early Church? 
What is your place in the Church? How strong is 
the Church? . 

6. Why did Peter urge Jesus not to die? Why 
was it wrong for him to do it? Why was it neces: 
sary for Jesus to die? 

7. Explain v. 24. How can you do it? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 62. How should we keep the Sabbath? 
A. We should keep the Sabbath holy, as a c»v 
set apart by God for rest and worship and for the 
highest good of ourselves and others. 
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FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why did Jesus retire into the region of Cexs- 
area Philippi? 

2. How did he lead up ‘to telling about his death? 
with what result? 

3. What were to be Peter’s functions in the 
Church? Is there any indication that Peter’s func- 
tions were to be handed down to successors? What 
is the relation of the Church to-day to the early 
Church? 

4. What was the effect on Peter of Jesus’ an- 
nouncement of his necessary death? Why was his 
death -necessary? Why did Jesus call Peter 
“Satan”? 

5. Was Peter through with his training when he 
had confessed Christ, and been assigned the most 
important functions in the Church? What is the 
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relation between our confession of Christ and our 
Christian growth? 

6. What is the difference between seli-denial and 
denying oneself? Why is it necessary to deny one- 
self and take up one’s cross if one is to follow 
Jesus? : 

7. Is it hard to make God’s will our law? Is it 
worth all it costs? What change would denying 
yourself make in your daily life? in your plans 
for the future? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 46. What is required in the first command- — 


ment? 

A. The first commandment requireth us to know 
and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and 
our God; 
ingly. 


Lesson VII—WITNESSES OF CHRIST’S GLORY 
The Golden Text—‘“This is my beloved Son: hear him.”—Mark 9: 7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, LUKE 9: 28-36 


COMMON VERSION 


28 | And it came to pass about an eight days 
after these sayings, he took Pe’ter and John and 
James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 

29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his counte- 
nance was altered, and his raiment was white and 
glistering. 

30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, 
which were Mo’ses and E-li’as: 

31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his de- 
cease which he should accomplish at Je-ru’sa-lem. 

32 But Pe’ter and they that were with him were 
heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they 
saw his glory, and the two men that stood with him. 

33 And it came to pass, as they departed from 
him, Pe’ter said unto Je’sus, Master, it is good 
for us to be here: and let us make three taber- 
nacles; one for thee, and one for Mo’ses, and one 
for E-li‘as: not knowing what he said. 

34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and 
overshadowed them: and they feared as they en- 
tered into the cloud. 

35 And there came a voice out of the cloud, say- 
ing, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 

36 And when the voice was past, Je’sus was found 
alone. And they kept it close, and told no man in 
those days any of those things which they had seen. 
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and to worship and glorify him accord- 


28 And it came to pass about eight days after 


these sayings, that he took with him Peter and 
John and James, and went up into the mountain to 
pray. 29 And as he was praying, the fashion of his 


countenance was altered, and his raiment became 


white and dazzling. 30 And behold, there talked ~ 


with him two men, who were Moses and Elijah; 
31 who appeared in glory, and spake of his de- 
cease which he was about to accomplish at Jerusa-— 
lem. 32 Now Peter and they that were with him 
were heavy with sleep: but when they were fully 


33 And it came to pass, as they 
were parting from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Mas- 
ter, it is good for us to be here: and let us make 
three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah: not knowing what he said. 
34 And while he said these things, there came a 
cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as 
they entered into the cloud. 35 And a voice came 


_ out of the cloud, saying, This is my Son, my chosen: 


hear ye him. 36 And when the voice came, Jesus 
was found alone. And they held their peace, and 
told no man in those days any of the things which 
they had seen. 


Additional Passages for Study: Ex. 34: 29-35; Isa., ch. 6; II Cor. 12: 1-10; Col. 3: 1-4; I John 3: 1:3. 


The Time—aA.D. 29. 


at 1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


The Plaee—Probably Mount Hermon. 
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‘awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that 
’ stood with him. 
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DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, November 10.................... Witnesses of Christ’s Glory............... Luke 9 : 28-36. 
Tuesday, November ll... ..se.0....0.0. Eyewitnesses of His Majesty, “oso, t= II Peter 1: 16-20. 
Wednesday, November 12................. nfakeass Hace Shanes: ses gur ake fe ee ee Ex.) 34 : 29-35, 

hursday, November 13................... Tsaiah’s Vision of God.-.,...°........0 202 Isa., ch. 6. 
Prday,November 14/5... oo occ The Exceeding Greatness of the Revelation. “LT Cor?(12:*1£10; 
Saturday, November 15................... ATIE Cale ALEC ety Mt te A eNO Pay Sie Boh eres Rs Pa a he 
Sunday, November 16::.:.-..........0.... Wes Shall: Be bikevaim 2. 1 te hans... I John 3: 1-8. 


THE ROAD 


The road led first among hills, vine-clad and 
stocked with mulberry, apricot, and fig trees. After 
a while the pear tree supplanted the fig, and there 
were cornfields. Then came coppices of oak, and 
rocky ravines ran up to where dwarf mountain 
shrubs began. Towering above the road all the way 
was the snow-clad mountain. 

Four figures were moving along the road. Three 
of them were fishermen from the Sea of Galilee. 
They paid special reverence to the Other, who 
walked with them. As the four climbed the rocky 
ravines at the base of the mountain, the sun was 
setting. The summit was first rose-colored. Then 
it became a deepening red. Then there was a death- 
like pallor, the darkness relieved by the whiteness 
of the snow above the snow line and the pale moon- 
light. The four paused in a secluded spot well up 
the mountain, and seemed fo mean to spend the 
night there. 


THE MINDS OF THE THREE 


The three fishermen had _ been through some 
strange experiences in the past two years. They 
had left their families and their business to join 
the following of One who they believed was the 
Messiah that God had long ago promised in the 
Law and the Prophets. There had been a time 
when he had been immensely popular, but the peo- 
ple in general had been disappointed in him be- 
cause he had not raised a revolt against their op- 
pressors, and had given up faith in him. These 
three fishermen, however, and some others of his 
immediate following still believed that he was the 
Messiah in spite of their failure to understand him. 
This was all strange enough. But still more strange 
and disquieting were the things he had been telling 
them for about a week now—ever since they had 
affirmed their faith in him as the Messiah. He 
had been telling them that it was necessary for him 
to go to Jerusalem, the hotbed of deadly opposition 
to him, and to suffer indignities at the hands of the 
religious authorities, and finally to be killed, after 
which he would rise from the dead. They were so 
deeply attached to him that they could not bear to 
think of his having to endure all this. They be- 
lieved that he was the Messiah, but these sufferings 
and this death seemed to them impossible for the 
promised Messiah. It was too shameful and re- 
volting. And yet" during the last few days they had 
come to learn that the mind of their Master was 


set on going to meet this dark and tragic fate. He 
seemed so sure that it was the will of God, and that 
it must be so. How could it be go? How could it 
be necessary for the Messiah to suffer and die in 
this way? The minds of the three Galilean fisher- 
men were full of uneasy questions and gloomy fore- 
bodings. They simply did not seem able to under- 
stand it. 


THE MIND OF THE OTHER 


The mind of the Other who walked with them 
was unlike the mind of any man who ever walked 
the roads of the world. We may not know all that 
was in his mind. But we do know that his great 
sorrow had well begun. The shadow of what he 
had yet to face was growing darker and darker 
about him. His death lay shortly before him. And 
it was unlike the death which anyone else has ever 
suffered. It was a death for sin. It was not a 
death for his own sin. Alone among men, he had 
never sinned.. He was innocent. There was no 
least shadow of his own guilt upon him, and no 
least stain of evil in his heart. It was a death for 
the sin of the world. He was about to bear all the 
guilty stains of the world’s sins. Such was the will 
of his Father in heaven. That was enough for him. 
To do the will of his Father in heaven was all his 
desire. But this was so dreadful. The way was 
so dark. The cross loomed so large before him. 


PRAYING 


And so they paused in a secluded spot to spend 
the night in prayer. Jesus and the three Galilean 
fishermen were alone, but they were alone, with 
God. By and by the three fishermen became very 
sleepy. The reaction from the trouble of their 
hearts was almost too much for them. They strug- 
gled against the drowsiness that was creeping over 
them, but it was hard to keep awake. Then some- 
thing happened that thoroughly aroused them. That 
something was not of this world. It was from 
heaven. It was from God the Father in heaven. 


JESUS A HEAVENLY BEING 


What thoroughly wakened them was this: They 
saw a transformation come over Jesus who was 
still praying near them. “The fashion of his coun- 
tenance was altered”; the “form of God” shone 
through his human face. Even his everyday cloth- 
ing was white and shining. The fishermen had be- 
heved that Jesus was the Messiah, a heavenly Being. 
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Now they could see with their own eyes that he 
was such a heavenly Being. 


THE WAY HEAVEN LOOKS AT THE CROSS 


The three fishermen saw that two men were talk- 
ing with their transformed Master. The two men 
were evidently from the heavenly world. They rec- 
ognized them as Moses and Elijah. To them ‘Moses 
represented the Law, and Elijah the Prophets. It 
was in the Law and the Prophets that the coming 
of the Messiah was promised. Moses and Elijah 
had come from heaven on a mission to the Mes- 
siah. 

The fishermen overheard the conversation. It 
was about the thing which had filled their minds, 
but there was more. It was about “the exodus” 
of the Messiah from this world. It was about his 
departure from the world which he had entered on 
his mission of salvation. It was about the suffer- 
ings and the cross, but it was also about the tri- 
umph of the Messiah’s resurrection and his return 
to heaven. ‘The transformation of Jesus’ body was 
a forecast of the resurrection. Heaven sees the joy 
that comes from enduring the shame. Heaven sees 
the glory that the cross makes possible. 

This conversation was for Jesus’ sake. The cross 
loomed large before him, with its sufferings and 
its death. But the sufferings and the death were 
all in the purpose of the Father in heaven, and 
they were the way to the joy and the glory that lie 
beyond. The cross was the way to triumph. It 
was so that God comforted and strengthened his 
Son in the deepening shadows. This conversation 
was also for the sake of the three fishermen. Peter, 
John, and James were closest to Jesus of all his 
followers. They understood him better than any 
of the rest, though he was full of dark mysteries to 
them. This conversation would help them to under- 
stand a little better that the sufferings and death 
of the Messiah were part of God’s purpose. It at 
least confirmed their faith in Jesus as the Messiah. 


PETER’S STUPID REQUEST 


Tt was heavenly, but it was fearsome. The three 
fishermen knew only that peace and rapture had 
fallen on them when they were in a stupor of mis- 
giving and dread. They knew only that heaven had 
somehow come down to earth with some of its glory 
and peace. When the heavenly visitors made mo- 
tions to go, they suddenly realized that if Moses 
and Elijah withdrew, the heavenly glory and peace 
would go with them, and the dark way of suffering 
and death would lie open again. So Peter cried 
to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here: 
and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” But Peter 
did not know what he was talking about. The 
glimpse of heavenly peace and glory was only to 
strengthen them for what was to come of suffering 
and death, and to be a promise of the triumph that 
should be the result. Moses and Elijah could not 
stay. ‘The way of the cross could not be avoided. 
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THE VOICE OF THE FATHER IN HEAVEN 


Conder tells us that a strange peculiarity has 
been noticed about Mount Hermon in “the extreme 
rapidity of the formation of cloud on the summit. 
In a few minutes a thick cap forms over the top 
of the mountain, and as quickly disperses and en- 
tirely disappears.” Such a cloud swiftly gathered 
now over the spot where they were; the cloud it- 
self wes luminous with the glory of heaven. That 
new glory of heaven overshadowing the fishermen 
added to their fear. 

Out of the cloud there came a voice. It was the 
voice of the Father in heaven, which was needed 
to put the final seal on the Messiahship of Jesus. 
Suffering and death might come. Moses and Elijah 
might go. But the voice of the Father in heaven 
said of Jesus, “This is my Son, my chosen: hear ye 
him.” Suffering and death might come: but Jesus 
was the Father’s chosen Son. Moses and Elijah 
might go, and heaven’s glory and peace might seem 
to go with them, but Jesus remained, and they were 
to listen to him. 


JESUS WAS FOUND ALONE 


When the voice had past, the cloud dispersed. 
Moses and Elijah were gone. The glory of heaven 
had withdrawn from earth. The three fishermen 
found Jesus alone. All was as it had been before 
the transformation of Jesus had roused them from 
their sleepiness. Yet all was different. They were 
confirmed in their faith that Jesus was a heavenly 
Being, the Messiah. It was to Jesus that their faith 
was fixed. It was to Jesus and to Jesus alone that 
they must look. It was Jesus whom they must fol- 
low, however dark and mysterious the way toward 
which he set his face and along which he would 
lead them. It was a great lesson—the lesson of 
faith in Jesus and Jesus alone. 


“DESPISING THE SHAME” 


Heaven sees the joy beyond the shame. It sees 
the shame only as a way to the joy. When Moses 
and Elijah talked with Jesus about his sufferings 
and death, they talked from heaven’s point of view. 
They saw the sorrowful way along. which Jesus 
must carry his cross; but they saw it only as a 
way by which the goal of triumph must be won. 
The cross was in the Father’s purpose, but it was 
in the Father’s purpose as a means to an end, and 
that end the most triumphant and glorious. 

If we would come after Jesus, we must deny our- 
selves, must refuse to take our own way, and take 
up our crosses and follow him along the sorrowful 
way. But as we follow him, we must not be think- 
ing of the hardness and the sorrow, but of the glory 
and the triumph to which the way leads. The pain 
and the losses are all in the Father’s purpose for 
us, aS means to a glorious end. We, too, may en- 
dure our crosses, despising the shame, as we look to > 
the joy set before us. | 
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MOUNTAIN TOPS 


The three fishermen wanted to stay on the moun- 
tain with Jesus and the heavenly visitants. All was 
such glory and peace there. Below on the plains 
was so much. that was hard and mysterious. But 
they could not stay. Their experience on the moun- 
tain top was only to strengthen them for what they 
had yet to do and to bear down below. Great ex- 
periences are meant to prepare us for great endeav- 
ors. 

As Christians we have our great experiences, too. 
There are times when for us heaven seems very 
real; the glory and the peace of heaven seem to 
wrap us about. Such times come when we first put 
our trust in Jesus, or when we profess our faith in 
him before men, or when we rededicate ourselves to 
him, or sometimes when we least expect them—like 
sudden messengers from the Father in heaven. But 
we must not hope to live in such unusual and un- 
earthly raptures. They are given us to strengthen 
us and encourage us in the hard monotony and the 
constant pains and sorrows of following Jesus 
through life. It is enough that we have them to 
look back to, and to look forward to. It is enough 
that we have had our faith in Jesus confirmed in 
usual ways. We can go for days and months and 
years in the strength of one voice from heaven. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


28. About eight days after these sayings. After 
Jesus’ prediction of his death and coming glory in 
response to Peter’s great confession. Up into the 
mountain. Mount Tabor is a traditional site of 
the transfiguration, but there is better reason for 
fixing on Mount Hermon. 

31. His decease. Literally, his exodus. Not only 
his sufferings and death, but everything connected 
with his departure from the world; his resurrec- 
tion and ascension, as well’ as his passion. 

32. When they were fully awake. Or, having 
remained awake. 

33. Three tabernacles. Booths. 

36. And when the voice came. Or, was past. 
And they held their peace. It was natural that 
they should not tell about an experience which they 
did not fully understand, to others who would be 
still less able to understand it. é 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. How did the three fishermen feel about the 
sufferings and death of the Messiah? - 

2. Why did Jesus take them up into the moun- 
tain? ; 

3. What change did the fishermen see come over 
Jesus? What did the change mean? 

4. Who came to talk with Jesus? About what 
did they talk? How would their conversation 
strengthen and comfort Jesus? 

5. Why was it impossible for them all to stay 
on the mountain? 
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6. How would what they saw and heard strengthen 
the faith of the fishermen? What encouragement 
to endure hardness for the sake of Jesus can we 
gain from this lesson? 

7. What use can we make of our special religious 
experiences? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 63. How should we value our bodies? 

A. We should value our bodies as temples of the 
Holy Spirit, to be kept pure and in healt, that in 
them we may serve and glorify God. 

Q. 64. What is our duty to our home? 

A. Our duty to our home is to fill it with devo- 
tion to God and with the spirit of love, so that it 
will be a blessing to every member of the household 
and to the community. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What was the intended effect of the trans- 
figuration on the minds of Peter, John, and James? 
In what sense was the transfiguration a forecast of 
the resurrection? 

2. What effect would the conversation of Moses 
and Elijah have on Jesus? on the three disciples? 
What argument for the future life can be drawn 
from their appearance? 

3. Collect all the evidence in this lesson to the 
effect that Jesus is a heavenly Being. 

4. What was the motive of Peter’s request ? 
What does Luke mean when he says of Peter’s re- 
quest, “not knowing what he said’? 

5. What is meant by saying, “The sufferings and 
death of Jesus were the way to triumph”? What 
can be said in this connection of our denying our- 
selves and taking up our crosses? 

6. What experiences do we have that can in any 
way be compared to this experience of the three 
disciples? Are such experiences frequent? What 
is their purpose? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first command- 
ment? 

A. The first commandment forbiddeth the deny- 
ing, or not worshiping and glorifying, the true God 
as God, and our God; and the giving of that wor- 
ship and glory to any other, which is due to him 
alone. 


ALONE WITH GOD 


Do we know how to retire to a.mountain top for 
prayer when we are perplexed and need strength 
and guidance for the duties before us? Jesus did; 
and here is the seeret of his wonderful achievements. 
He was at home with God, as he asks us to be. We 
can find our mountain top, in an instant’s time, if 
we will only pour out our hearts to God with earnest 
desire for his blessing, : 


Lesson VIII 


November 23, 1919 


JESUS CORRECTS JOHN’S NARROWNESS 
The Golden Text—‘“Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. —Eph. 6: 24. | 


TEXT OF LESSON, LUKE 9: 46-56 
For entire lesson, see Mark 9: 33-42; 10: 13-16; Luke 9: 46-56. 


COMMON VERSION 


46 § Then there arose a reasoning among them, 
which of them should be greatest. 

47 And. Je’sus, perceiving the thought of their 
heart, took a child, and set him by him, 

48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive 
this child in my name receiveth me: and whosoever 
shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he 
that is least among you all, the same shall be great. 

49 { And John answered and said, Master, we 
saw one casting out devils in thy name; and we for- 
bad him, because he followeth not with us. 

50 And Je’sus said unto him, Forbid him not: 
for he that is not against us is for us. 

51 § And it came to pass, when the time was come 
that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his 
face to go to Je-ru’sa-lem, 

52 And sent messengers before his face: and they 
went, and entered into a village of the Sa-mar’i-tans, 
to make ready for him. 

53 And they did not receive him, because his 
face was as though he would go to Je-ru’sa-lem. 

54 And when his disciples James and John saw 
this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command 
fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, 
even as E-li’as did? 

55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, 
Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 

56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them. And they went to 
another village. 

Additional. Passages for Study: Matt. 8 : 5-13; 


The Time—aA.D. 29. 


John 10: 
II John 10, 11. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

46 And there arose a reasoning among them, 
which of them was the greatest. 47 But when Jesus 
saw the reasoning of their heart, he took a little 
child, and set him by his side, 48 and said unto 
them, Whosoever shall receive this little child in 
my name receiveth me: and whosoever shall re- 
ceive me receiveth him that sent me: for he that 
is least among you all, the same is great. 


49 And John answered and said, Master, we saw — 


one casting out demons in thy name; and we for- 
bade him, because he followeth not. with us. 50 
But Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he 
that is not against you is for you. 

51 And it came to pass, when the days were ‘well- 
nigh come that he should be received up, he sted- 
fastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 52 and sent 
messengers before his face: and they went, and 
entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make 
ready for him. 53 And they did not receive him, 
because his face was as though he were going to 
Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and 
John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we 
bid fire to come down from heaven, and consume 
them? 55 But he turned, and rebuked them. 56 ~ 


And they went to another village. 
1630-1) Cory techs: 83-4 phe: 34 Gas ee eae 


The Place—Capernaum, Samaria. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, Novemberil7 a. f2 gare ees Jesus Corrects John’s Narrowness......... Luke 9 : 46-56. 
Tuesday; November 1804.72: | os sae The Value of the Little Oness fee Matt. 18 : 1-6, 10-14. 
Wednesday, November 19..............% Doing Good in Jesus’ Name.............¢- Mark 9 : 38-50. 
Thursday, November °20.. 23). 06 So. tae Of: Buch ‘isthe Kingdom agyi cess ..0e se foe Mark 10: 13-16. 
Friday, November 21.........+.seseeces The Centurion’s Servant Healed........... Matt. 8 : 5-13. 
Saturday, Novémbergg2 <4e- cat ee ae God’s.-Fellow: Workers! i202 4. ts cmes ues I Cor. 3: 1-9. 
Sunday, -Novembert23)0% 27, a sue tee Fellow Citizens with the Saints........... Eph. 2 : 11-22. 


COMING DOWN THE ROAD 
After the transfiguration, Jesus and the three 
fishermen came down the mountain. They climbed 
down the rocky ravines, and out through the oak 
coppices. They found the other nine of the Twelve 
waiting for them, and a great crowd that had gath- 
ered. The crowd does not matter to us now. It 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


dispersed after a while. And the Twelve went on 
down the road with their Master, down through 
the cornfields, down past the vine-clad hills, down 
past Cesarea Philippi to Capernaum. 

Jesus perhaps walked a little ahead of the dis- 
ciples. The Twelve followed along, together. What 
do you suppose was in their minds? Jealousy. 
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Three of them, Peter, James, and John, had been 
taken up into the mountain with the Master. The 
other nine had been left down below. The Master 
seemed to show preference for the three fishermen. 
Which of the Twelve stood closest to the Messiah? 
Which of them had the highest place in the Mes- 
siah’s Kingdom? When that Kingdom came in its 
power and glory, which would be greatest? In 
his seeret heart each of the Twelve thought that 
he ought to be greatest; and each hoped that he 
would be greatest; and each was prepared to feel 
hurt and indignant if the best position in the King- 
dom was not given to 
him. Jesus knew what 
was in their hearts. 
Indeed, who could help 
but notice their half- 
angry looks and their 
sharp ‘speeches? But 
Jesus said nothing 
about it just then. 


IN PETER’S HOUSE 


Jesus waited until 
they were all at Pe- 
ter’s house in Caper- 
naum. They were all 
gathered around Je- 
sus, and Jesus gave 
them a lesson in true 
greatness. He called a 
little child who was 
there in the house with 
them; perhaps it was 
Peter’s little child; at 
any rate it was a little 
child who belonged to 
Jesus. He set the lit- 
tle child down beside 
him, in the place of 
honor. The little child, 
you see, was one of tlie 
humblest of Jesus’ fol- 
lowers, and _ probably 
the Twelve thought 
that the child was 
scarcely important 
enough to be consid- 
ered a follower of Je- 
sus at all. But there 
the little child was in 
the placé of honor by the side of the Master. It 
was the place of honor which each of the Twelve 
desired for himself. 

Then Jesus said: “Anyone who welcomes and is 
kind to a little child like this in my name, that is, 
because it belongs to me, welcomes and is kind to 
me; and anyone who welcomes and is kind to me, 
welcomes and is kind to the Father in heaven. 
Those who do the humble work of serving and being 
kind to the insignificant are those whom God con- 
siders great.” 
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IN YOUR HOUSE 

In your house, in your school, 
school, in your church, Jesus is 
to you. You want the places of 
You want others to look up to you 
from you; you want the offices, and to be thought 
the leader. You are jealous of others when they get 
what you want. You are full of half-angry looks 
and sharp speeches and hurt feelings when others 
get the preference over you. You think that being 
considered important and having the offices is being 
great. If you think so, listen to Jesus. 

Those are great in 
God’s eyes who wel- 
come and are kind to 
the most insignificant. 
Those are great who 
serve the humblest. If 
they welcome and are 
kind to the insignifi- 
cant, if they serve the 
humblest in Jesus’ 
name, that is, because 
the insignificant and 
the humble belong to 
Jesus, they are doing 
it to Jesus himself, 
and if they do it to 
Jesus himself, they are 
doing it to the Father 
in heaven! Is that not 
true greatness? To 
serve the Greatest of ° 
all, the Father in 
heaven! 


JOHN’S MISGIVINGS 


What Jesus had just 
said about welcoming 
and being kind to the 
most insignificant of 
his followers in his 
name, made John think 
of something. What 
Jesus had said seemed 
right within limits. 
Certainly it might be 
right to welcome and 
be kind to the hum- 
blest of Jesus’ follow- 
ers. That might be a 
good principle in the narrow circle of those who 
were in their company, those who were following 
Jesus just as they did. But surely you could press 
it too far. John cited a case which he thought was 
in point. 

In order to understand the case, you will have 
to remember that in Palestine at this time there 
were numbers of people who were terribly afflicted 
in a way which it is very hard for us to understand. 
They were said to be “possessed with demons.” The 
Jews had ways of trying to rid these afflicted people 


in your Sunday 
saying the same 
honor, do you? 
and take orders 


William Hole 
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of their oppressors by means of spells and incanta- 
tions in which names that were believed to be spe- 
cially powerful were used, particularly the name of 
Solomon. Jesus cast out demons by his own power; 
and his disciples had the power to do it by faith in 
him which they expressed by using his name. 

The case which John cited was this. He said: 
“Master, one day we saw a man who does not be- 
long to our company at all. He was actually cast- 
ing out demons in your name. We stopped him be- 
cause he did not belong to our company, he was 
not following you as we are doing.” 


THE HUMILITY OF TOLERATION 


But John’s point was not well taken. The man 
was a believer in Jesus. He was perhaps an ig- 
norant believer. Certainly he had not had John’s 
advantages. But he was sincere. The proof of his 
sincere faith lay in the fact that he was actually 
casting out demons in the name of Jesus. That 
could only have been done by, faith in Jesus himself. 
Really the only thing against the man was the fact 
that he did not belong to John’s company; he was 
not following Jesus in just the same way that John 
and the rest were. In answer to the question raised 
by John’s story, Jesus said: “You ought not to 
have stopped him. Do not stop anyone else in simi- 
lar circumstances. If you cannot see that a man 
is against me and my cause, you must consider him 
for me and my cause.” Tolerate any who have real 
faith, even if it is not just the same kind or degree 
of faith that you have. If they are not in their 
beliefs and in the spirit of their lives against Jesus, 
they are on his side. 


DO NOT STOP THEM 


This lesson is for us. It is a lesson we much need. 
Tt has been much neglected and even despised in 
the history of the Church. You who think your- 
selves in the inner circle of true believers, take 
warning by this. Instead of being intolerant of 
those who are not in your inner circle; instead of 
driving them farther from the true faith you think 
you have by your contempt of them; instead of 
persecuting them in a spirit more like the spirit of 
the demons than of Jesus, tolerate them. Show 
them your true faith and your true spirit by your 
attitude to them. Do not try to stop anyone who 
has these two marks, the two marks of the man 
John stopped. 

First, a faith in Jesus. John’s man had such a 
faith. It may have been an ignorant faith, but it 
was a faith in the name of Jesus as above every 
name. It may have been a perverted faith, but it 
was a sincere faith. Such faith is always to be 
tolerated and instructed, not hindered and made 
doubtful by the attitude of true believers. Second, 
a work in the name of Jesus. This man was putting 
his faith into action: he was relieving distress by 
his faith; he was fighting the powers of evil. Such 
a work of faith is not to be stopped because a man 
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does not belong to your circle and does not work 
in your way. Never try to stop, never hinder any 
work done in the name of Jesus: tolerate it, recog- 
nize it, help it. 


JESUS’ SET FACE 


Meanwhile the days were flying. Every day 
brought nearer the day. Soon it would be time for 


Jesus to leave behind the Galilean hills and the, 


Galilean lake and the Galilean people, and go to 
Jerusalem to die. But after death, the resurrection 
and the ascension! Sufferings and death first: the 
sufferings and death of the Messiah. They must be 
endured for the Father’s sake and for the sake, of 
the people. So Jesus started for Jerusalem on his 
errand of death for himself and life for us. As he 
went he spread far and wide his proclamation that 
he was the Messiah; it was a last summons to the 
people. Galilee, Samaria, J udea were to be given 
another chance! With set face, Jesus, accompanied 
by the Twelve, started out for Jerusalem, taking 
the direct route through Samaria. 


A REBUFF THE FIRST NIGHT 


Jesus had before this received hospitality in Sa- ~ 


maria. He did not receive it now. Messengers 


were sent ahead to secure a night’s lodging for the — 
Oriental hospitality ought never to refuse — 


party. 
it. But no customary obligations had any weight 
with the surly and prejudiced people in the village 
the messengers approached. They would not have 


anything at all to do with the Rabbi going up to - 


Jerusalem where the Jews worshiped in that cursed 
Temple. Not a bite to eat, not a night’s shelter, not 
a thing for the Rabbi who gave himself out to be 
the Messiah! 


HURT FEELINGS 


The messengers came back to the company with 
the news. They had been refused. The villagers 


_would have nothing to do with them. Dr. Glover — 


writes: “A missionary from China told me how, 
thirty years ago or more, he was driven out of the 
town where he lived; how the gentlefolk egged on 
the mob, and they wrecked his house, and hounded 
him out of the place. He told me how he felt—the 
misery and the indignity of it.’ The misery and 
indignity of being refused the simplest hospitality 
in a Samaritan village cut the Twelve to the quick. 
Tt made them both hurt and angry. They must get 
even with these vile Samaritans somehow. The 
two hot-headed “Sons of thunder” were true to 
their name. James and John spoke up, “Master, 
will you let us call down fire from heaven to burn 
up this hateful village?” 

Did you ever feel like that when some one has 
done you an indignity which you little deserved? 
Did you ever feel your hot anger burn when some 
one had hurt your feelings? Did you ever wish to 


get even; to hurt and destroy those who had hurt 


you? If you ever did, listen to Jesus. 
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NOT TO DESTROY BUT TO SAVE 


It was after all Jesus who had suffered the worst 
indignity. The disciples were hurt not so much for 
themselves perhaps, as for him. But there was no 
anger in his heart; there was no desire for re- 
venge. He turned to James and John and gently 
rebuked them. He said something like this: “You 
do not understand what kind of spirit you are 
showing. I did not come to destroy men’s lives, 
even the lives of those who hurt and injure me: 
I came to save men’s lives.” “And they went to 
another village.” 


ARE WE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS? 


Now is the time to ask this question, Are you 
a follower of Jesus? If you are, you will try to 
follow him in his purpose to save men, even those 
who are hurtful and injurious to you. Instead of 
letting your anger rise against them until you want 
to get even, or more than even by destroying them, 
do you understand that such is not the spirit of 
Jesus, and that you must deal with them so as to 
save them if possible? When you are hurt, think 
not of yourself but of the good of those who have 
hurt you; plan not for revenge but for reclaiming 
them from the miserable tempers which will destroy 
them. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


46. A reasoning. Or, a questioning. 

48. Receive. Not to refuse intercourse or friend- 
ship. Of a little child, to receive into one’s family 
in order to bring up and educate. 

51. Were weil-nigh come. Were being fulfilled. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What made the Twelve begin to question who 
should be greatest? What was their idea of great- 
ness? What is your idea of greatness? 

2. Whom did Jesus put in the place of honor be- 
side him? Why? What did Jesus say was true 
greatness? Does this change your idea? 

3. How should we regard those who do not belong 
to our circle but who believe in Jesus and work 
for him in their way? What should we do if they 
are ignorant? 
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4. Why was Jesus going to Jerusalem? What 
route did he choose? 

5. What treatment did the company receive at a 
Samaritan village? What did James and John 
want to do? 

6. What was the attitude of Jesus? What did 
he say? What can we learn about the right atti- 
tude toward those who insult us and injure us? 
Are we followers of Jesus if we do not take this 
attitude? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 65. What is our duty to our country? 

A. Our duty to our country is to love it and pray 
for it, to obey its laws, to secure and sustain worthy 
officers, and to serve the common good. 

Q. 66. What is our duty to other countries? 

A. Our duty to other countries is to respect their 
rights, to pray for their welfare, and to seek justice 
and peace among all nations. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Do jealousies arise between Christians to-day ? 
Why? What is the preventive? 

2. What is to be the attitude of Christians to 
friendly outsiders? What two tests of these friendly 
outsiders can be deduced from the case which 
John cited? 

3. What are the reasons for intolerance to out- 
siders who sustain these two tests? How does in- 
tolerance of them make it difficult for them ever 
to come to the true faith as you think you have it? 

4. How should Christians act toward outsiders 
who are unfriendly? What is the advantage of 
destroying them? What are the advantages of 
going “to another village”? 

5. Show how humility lies at the basis of the 
right attitude in these three cases. 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 48. What are we specially taught by these 
words, “before me,” in the first commandment? 

A. These words, “before me,” in the first com- 
mandment teach us, that God, who seeth all things, 
taketh notice of, and is much displeased with, the 
sin of having any other God. 


Lesson IX—JESUS TEACHES PETER TRUE GREATNESS 


The Golden Text—“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ransom for many.”—Matt. 20 : 28. 


TEXT OF LESSON, JOHN 13: 5-16, 36-38 
For entire lesson, see John 13: 1-16, 36-38. 


COMMON VERSION 


5 After that he poureth water in a bason, and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith he was girded. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


5 Then he poureth water into the basin, and be- 
gan to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith he was girded. 6 So he 
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6 Then cometh he to Si‘mon Pe’ter: and Pe’ter 
saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 

7 Je’sus answered and said unto him, What I do 
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know here- 
after. 

8 Pe’ter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash 
my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, 
thou hast no part with me. 

9 Simon Pe’ter saith unto him, Lord, not my 
feet only, but also my hands and my head. 

10 Je’sus saith to him, He that is washed need- 
eth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 
whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 

11 For he knew who should betray him; there- 
fore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had 
taken his garments, and was set down again, he 
said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am. 

14. if I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

15 For I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you. 

16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is 
not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent 
greater than he that sent him. 

* % * * * 


36 § Si’mon Pe’ter said unto him, Lord, whither 
goest thou? Je’sus answered him, Whither: I go, 
thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt fol- 
low me afterwards. 

37 Pe’ter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I fol- 
low thee now? I will lay down my life for thy 
sake. 

38 Je’sus answered him, Wilt thou Ge down thy 
life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me 
thrice. 
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cometh to Simon Peter. He saith unto him, Lord, 
dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; 
but thou shalt understand hereafter. 8 Peter saith 
unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus 
answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with me. 9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not 
my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 10 
Jesus saith to him, He that is bathed needeth not 
save to wash. his feet, but is clean every whit: and 
ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew him that 
should: betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not 
all clean. 

12 So when he had washed their feet, and taken 
his garments, and sat down again, he said unto © 
them, Know ye what I have done to you? 13 Ye ~ 
call me, Teacher, and, Lord: and ye say well; for 
so I am. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, 
have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an exam- 
ple, that ye also should do as I have done to you. 
16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, A servant is not 
greater than his lord; neither one that is sent 
greater than he that sent him. 


* * * * * 


36 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, whither 
goest thou? Jesus answered, Whither I go, thou 
canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow 
afterwards. 37 Peter saith unto him, Lord, why 
cannot I follow thee even now? JI will lay down 
my life for thee. 38 Jesus answereth, Wilt thou 
lay down thy life for me? Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast 
denied me thrice. 


Additional Passages for Study: Mark 10: 36-45; Rom. 12°: 3-8" Phil. 2°: 5-1)" Peter one 


The Time—The night before the crucifixion, A.D. 30. 


The Place—An upper room in a Jerusalem house. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE ; REFERENCE 
Monday, November, 24°, 32-2. 2.0e0-. Jesus Teaches Peter True Greatness...... John 13 : 1-12. 
Tuesday, November 25 9, os nace Ben ee Greatness Through Service.............. John 13: 13-16, 36-38. 
Wednesday, November 26.........3.....- The Son of Man Came to Minister....... Matt. 20 : 20-28. 
‘Thursday, November 27345 ...4403. 40073 -AsoHexPhat*Serveth so. cea, oe - ee Luke 22 : 24-34, 
Friday, November 28%-. ..0 2 duets Members Oné-of Another. 6 Pie se P25 sas «5 Rom. 12: 1-8. 
Saturday, November:290 YF See eae The Mind That Was in Christ.......:... Phil. 2: 5-11. 

Sunday, November. 30/... cincicihe Men. Serve One. Anothers 5 ao ae ve ee eee I Peter 5: 5-11. 


DEEPENED SHADOWS 
Jesus had set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
ferings and death awaited him there; sufferings and 
death for him, but life for us. Now Jesus and 
the Twelve were in Jerusalem, and the end was 
very near. It was passover time, and Jerusalem 


Suf- 


was crowded with pilgrims who had come up for 
the feast. There had been a great popular demon- 
stration in favor of Jesus as the Messiah on the 
part of the crowds. In this the Galilean pilgrims 
had taken the lead. But it was only a transient 
outburst. The crowds did not understand Jesus 


178 


‘come. 


_the passover supper. 


Lesson IX 


any better. They did not desire the kind of 
Kingdom he came to establish any more. They 
were just carried away by the enthusiasm of their 
numbers and the holiday spirit. The religious au- 
thorities were more bitter than ever. They were 
determined that Jesus must be killed, and killed in 
such a way that any following he had would be 
crushed. The shadows had deepened almost into 
night. 


HOW TO BRING THE NIGHT | 


The only question in the minds of the religious 
authorities was how to bring the night. How could 
they kill Jesus? While his popularity with the 
crowd of pilgrims lasted, nothing could be done for 
fear of an uprising. They thought that they would 
better wait until the pilgrims had left the city after 
the feast days were ended. , 

But their plans were suddenly changed by a secret 
visit paid them by one of the Twelve. He was a 
bitterly disappointed and revengeful man. He had 
no sympathy at all with Jesus’ plans for a spiritual 
Kingdom. His only interest was in himself and in 
his own worldly advancement. As long as there 
was any hope that Jesus would establish a worldly 
kingdom in which he might hold a high office, he 
had held on. But there was no chance of that now. 
There was nothing for him in the Kingdom that 
Jesus was establishing. Jesus’ teaching, his pur- 
poses, his whole attitude toward life came to be 
an unbearable irritation to this man. Besides, he 
had been stealing money out of the slender com- 
pany purse which he carried. Altogether his heart 
was full of malice and hate and guilt. He would 
get even for his crushed hopes and the constant re- 
proofs he had suffered. Somehow he would square 
accounts with Jesus. He would betray Jesus to the 
religious authorities who hated him as he did. So 
he paid a secret visit to the authorities, and offered 
to betray Jesus to them in such a way that there 
would be no danger from the crowds. They treated 
him with contempt, but accepted his offer. They 
gave him thirty pieces of silver, the ordinary price 
of a slave, for his trouble. And then they waited 
to see how the traitor among Jesus’ closest friends 
would manage to betray him, and Judas waited for 


an opportunity to do the deed. 


A SECRET MEETING FOR THE PASSOVER 


The evening for eating the passover feast had 
Jesus wanted to eat this last passover with 
the disciples. The passover feast was a great feast 
of redemption by blood: and it was by blood that 
Jesus was to bring about a greater redemption. But 
if the feast was to be eaten without fear of inter- 


' ruption, the place of meeting must be kept secret 


from Judas and from the religious authorities. 
Jesus saw to that by giving Peter and John cryptic 
instructions for finding a room in which to prepare 
On passover night they all 


_ assembled in the upper room of this friendly house 
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in Jerusalem. Judas did not know where the place 
was until they had gotten there. 


‘ 


AROUND THE TABLE 


So Jesus and the Twelve were reclining around 
the passover table. It was the last meal together. 
The shadows crept into that very room and lay 
upon that very table, for Judas was there. His bar- 
gain with the religious authorities had been made. 
He was only watching for the chance to complete 
his treachery. Peter did not know what a hell 
there was in the heart of Judas. John did not 
know. None of the Eleven knew. But Jesus knew. 
Jesus knew that the betrayal would take place that 
very night. And the rest knew that the danger was 
very great and very near. Is it any wonder that 
John in writing about it afterwards should have 
said that Jesus knew that “his hour was come”? 
Is it any wonder that he should have written about 
the love of Jesus for his own and how that love 
lasted till the very end and reached the uttermost 
height of love? 


THE MIND OF JESUS 


Jesus knew that “his hour was come.” He knew 
that his sufferings and death were now upon him. 
But he knew it as a conqueror over sufferings and 
death. He knew that God had put everything into 
his own hands. He could deal with everything as 
he pleased. But he pleased to go through with the 
work which he had come from God to do. He 
would voluntarily go through sufferings and death. 
He would willingly humiliate himself to the last 
degree in order that the will of the Father might 
be done and his own be saved. As the Twelve were 
reclining about the table, Jesus suddenly showed 
them his mind in a way that they might under- 
stand. And he showed them that his mind must 
become their minds, too, if they were to carry on 
his work in the world. He gave them an acted para- 
ble of his mind. 


PHOTOGRAPHED ON JOHN’S MIND 


What Jesus did was photographed to the last de- 
tail on the mind of the Galilean fisherman, John. 
He never forgot his surprise at Jesus’ actions, and 
how he watched every move and listened to every 
word for a clue. He tells us that Jesus rose from 
his couch at the table, and stood apart from the 
group. Then he took off his outer clothes and fas- 
tened a towel around himself. After that he poured 
water into the basin which the slaves used when 
they received the arriving guests. And then—what 
could it mean?—Jesus began to wash the feet of the 
Twelve, drying them off with the towel around his 
waist. 


‘PETER CANNOT BEAR IT 


Jesus, the heavenly Being, the Messiah, dressed 
like a slave, preparing to do a slave’s work for a 
Galilean fisherman! It was more than Peter could 
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bear. He cried, “Lord, you—wash my feet!” Jesus 
answered that Peter could not understand just then 
what he was doing, but he would understand it later 
on—meaning that when Jesus had completed his 
self-sacrifice for Peter by dying on the cross, Peter 
could understand every other one of Jesus’ acts of 
self-sacrifice. But Peter caught at the word “later 
on,” and said that never as long as the world lasted 
would he submit to having his Lord wash his feet. 
You see Peter was very self-willed. He put his will 
above his Lord’s will. His reverence for his Lord 
did not go so far as submission to his Lord in every- 
thing. 

But Jesus told Peter that if he did not submit to 
having him wash his feet, he would have no share in 
Jesus’ Kingdom. Jesus was submitting entirely to 
the Father’s will and was going through the greatest 
humiliation. Peter would have to submit and en- 
dure humiliation as his Lord did. But Peter was 
still self-willed. He could not bear to think of 
being separated from his Lord; he would submit to 
the washing, but he would dictate how it should be 
done. Peter said, “Lord, then wash not only my 
feet, but my hands and head.” Jesus replied that 
it was not the actual washing that made him clean, 
it was the willingness to submit to the service. If 
Peter was willing to let Jesus wash his feet, it was 
enough. Then Peter’s heart would be clean. So 
Peter let Jesus work his will. And the rest made 
no resistance. Jesus said that they were clean, “but 
not all.” John did not know at the time what Jesus 
meant by saying that they were not all clean. He 
recognized afterwards that Jesus was speaking of 
Judas. 


JESUS’ EXPLANATION 


After Jesus had resumed his outer clothes, and 
taken his place again, he asked the disciples if they 
understood the meaning of what he had done. Then 
he went on to explain. He said that they called 
him Teacher and Lord, and they were right in doing 
so; for he was really supreme over them. But if 
their own Lord and Teacher had humiliated himself 
so far as to wash the feet of those over whom he 
was supreme, they ought to humiliate themselves to 
any extent in order to serve and help one another. 
He said that he had given them an example of 
humiliation and self-sacrifice in order that they 
might be clean. They were his servants and they 
were not to feel above doing what their Lord had 
done. They were to be willing to endure any 
humiliation or sacrifice of self in order to help one 
another. He was leaving them to carry on his work; 
they were to be his messengers, and they must not 
be above the One who was sending them on his er- 
rands. 


THE GREAT OBSTACLE TO SERVICE 


Jesus dealt here with the great obstacle to service. 
That great obstacle is self. Is it not true that what 
keeps us from following Jesus is just our self-will? 
We feel that our own szives, our own advantage, our 
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own happiness, our own choices must be consulted 
first. There is a humiliation which we do not like, 
a sacrifice of our own selves which we cannot bear, 
in thinking of others first. We come into situations 
in our lives which demand that we give up thinking 
of ourselves, our rights, our plans, our hopes, if we 
are to follow Jesus, and it is bitter hard. If we 
are really to help others, to serve them, we must 
give up everything that is our own, and suffer the 
humiliation of giving it up. But Jesus, our Teacher 
and Lord, did the same, and more, for the greater 
the person, the greater the humiliation. The greater 
the self to be sacrificed, the greater the sacrifice. 
What he did for our sakes, we must do for his sake. 
We must be willing to go through every humiliation 
and sacrifice for the sake of Jesus and the carrying 
on of his work because he went through every 
humiliation and sacrifice for us and for his work. 


PETER WARNED 


In the course of the evening, after Judas had 
slipped out into the night, Jesus went on to talk 
more fully and freely about his departure. He said 
that his true glory was approaching—his perfect 
sacrifice of himself was his true glory. In a little 
while his sacrifice would be complete; the moment 
of separation was at hand. Soon they would look 
for him, but he would be gone. They would not 
be able to follow him where he was going, but as 
their Master he gave them instructions to love one 
another. This was his farewell command. If they 
observed this command, men would know that he 
was still with them in spirit. 

Peter did not understand what Jesus was saying 
about his going away, so he asked Jesus, “Lord, 
where are you going?” Jesus said only that Peter 
could not follow him just then, but that later on 
he would be able to follow him. Peter still could 
not understand how it was that Jesus was going 
where he could not follow him right away. He 
said: “Lord, why cannot I follow you just now? 
IT will lay down my life for you.” Jesus knew that 
Peter would some day indeed die for him, but as 
yet Peter was not ready to die. And so Jesus gave 
him this pathetic warning: “Lay down your life 
for me? Yes, I know you will. But I tell you 
truly that before morning you will disown me thrice 
over.” : 


IT TAKES TIME 


Tt takes time to make a Christian. It takes time, 
and experience, and discipline. It takes learning 
this and learning that. It takes ‘willingness to 
deny oneself, and still another willingness and an- 
other willingness. It takes self-sacrifice, and then 
more self-sacrifice, and then more. It takes sub- 
mission to the will of God, and then more submis- 
sion, and submissica again. It takes failure and 
loss, and then failure and loss, to make final and 
glorious suecess and endless gain. Peter was on the 
way, but he was far from being at the end of the 
way. 
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THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


Most of these are explained in the comment. 

12. Sat down. Greek, reclined. 

16. A servant. Literally, a slave. One that is 
sent. An apostle, that is, a delegate or messenger. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why were the religious authorities determined 
to kill Jesus? Why was Judas ready to help them? 

2. How did Jesus provide against interruption the 
last night he was with his disciples? Why? 

3. Why was Jesus willing to humiliate himself 
to the death on the cross? What parable in action 
of his willingness did he give the Twelve? 

4. Why did Peter object to having his Lord wash 
his feet? Why conld he have no share in Jesus’ lot 
if he did not submit? 

5. How is our Lord’s washing his disciples’ feet 
an example to us? 

6. Was Peter perfect after he had learned this 
one lesson? What encouragement is there in Peter’s 
history for us? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 67. What rule did Jesus Christ give for our 
treatment of others? 

A. The rule which Jesus Christ gave for our 
treatment of others is: “All things therefore what- 
soever ye would that men should do unto you, even 
so do ye also unto them.” Matt. 7: 12. 

Q. 68. What rule did Jesus Christ give for our 
treatment of enemies? 

A. The rule which Jesus Christ gave for our treat- 
to them that hate you, bless them that curse you, 
pray for them that despitefully use you.” Luke 
ment of enemies is: “Love your enemies, do good 
Dewan l 329: 
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FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What traitor was there among the Twelve? 
What made him a traitor? If we have the same 
feelings about Jesus, even the beginnings of them, 
do we betray Jesus? 

2. What special propriety was there in Jesus’ eat- 
ing of the passover supper with his disciples just 
before he died? 

3. What was Jesus’ attitude toward his death? 
How was his washing the disciples’ feet an acted 
parable of it? In what sense was Jesus’ self-sacri- 
fice his true glory? 

4. How is sacrifice of self involved in letting Je- 
sus do for us what we cannot do for ourselves, in 
trusting him for salvation, for instance? 

5. How is sacrifice of self involved in any true 
service for others? 

6. How does it help us in our sacrifice of self 
to remember v. 16? In what sense may we be serv- 
ants of Jesus? His apostles or messengers? 

7. What does the warning to Peter teach us? 
When can we be sure of ourselves? When can we 
consider ourselves followers of Jesus in the light 
of this lesson? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 49. Which is the second commandment? 

A. The second commandment is, Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me; and show- 
ing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my: commandments. 


Lesson X—PETER AND JOHN ASLEEP IN GETHSEMANE 


The Golden Text—“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.”—Mark 14: 38. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 14: 32-42 
For entire lesson, see Mark 14: 32-5}. 


COMMON VERSION 


382 And they came to a place which was named 
Geth-sem’a-ne: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye 
here, while I shall pray. 

33 And he taketh with him Pe’ter and James 
and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be 
very heavy; : 

34 And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. 

35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from him. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 
32 And they come unto a place which was named 
Gethsemane: and he saith unto his disciples, Sit ye 
here, while I pray. 33 And he taketh with him 
Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly 
amazed, and sore troubled. 34 And he saith unto 
them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto 
death: abide ye heré, and watch. 35 And he went 
forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass away 


Lesson X 


86 And he said, Ab’ba, Father; all things are 
possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: 
nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. 

37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, 
and saith unto Pe’ter, Si’mon, sleepest thou? could- 
est not thou watch one hour? 

38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into tempta- 
tion. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh ts 
weak. 

39 And again he went away, and prayed, 
spake the same words. 

40 And when he returned, he found them asleep 
again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither wist 
they what to answer him. 

4.1 And he cometh the third time, and saith unto 
them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, 
the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners. 

42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me 
is at hand. 


Additional Passages for Study: Acts 22: 
Heb. 


The Time—The night before the crucifixion, Thurs- 
day, April 6, A.D. 30. 


and 


17-21; 
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from him. 36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things 
are possible unto thee; remove this cup from me: 
howbeit not what I will, but what thou wilt. 


—-: 


374 


And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith © 
unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest thou not © 
watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray, that ye enter © 


not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 


but the flesh is weak. 39 And again he went away, — 


and prayed, saying the same words. 


were very heavy; and they knew not what to an- 
swer him. 41 And he cometh the third time, and — 
saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: 
it is enough; the hour is come; behold, the Son of 
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Arise, 
let us be going: behold, he that betrayeth me is at 
hand. 
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DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE « 
Monday, December Ji 5,\cc.c05 0 . cis ve tliscreeee Peter and John Asleep in Gethsemane....Mark 14 : 32-42. 
Tuesday, December. 2. 4 tist aacachnntel te Jesus Betrayed and Arrested............ Mark 14: 43-54. 
Wednesday,; December 3. i ..u +) eae et sate MuistakeniuZeal< ssstcs chs. oes «cae ees John 18: 1-11. 
Thursday,’ December 145 o.--1uic oes soa Obediehee: to «J esses... Shiny esate ees Acts 26 : 19-23. 
Friday, Deckmiber 5 Of sul tegda | ee Suffering for Jesus’ Sake...............-. II Cor. 11 : 23-28. 
Satur day, Décember G22... teak, we eeen Pindurmio the Cross. 6 i6.cte-. aie ate thea aehdis Heb. 11: 32 to 12:3. 
Stinday, Weceembeni’l. < 3341731 odperds eae os Rulfill “Phy Ministnysid as axis ist tm II Tim. 4: 1-8. 


THE OIL PRESS 


Tt was about midnight when Jesus and the Eleven 
left the upper room in the friendly house, and made 
their way through the deserted streets of the festive 
city. They passed out of Jerusalem, down across 
the bed of the winter brook Kidron, above which 
rose the slopes of the Mount of Olives. At the foot 
or near the foot of the hill there was an inclosed 
garden or olive yard, called “Oil press,” probably 
because it was furnished with or had been furnished 
with a press to extract the oil from the olives. In 
the speech of the day the word for oil press was 
“Gethsemane.” This Gethsemane, quiet and secluded 
at night, had been a favorite retreat of Jesus and 
the Twelve during the preceding nights. 

It is impossible to be sure of the exact site of 
Gethsemane. There is, however, a traditional site 
which may well have been the spot to which Jesus 
led the Eleven. Eight olive trees of a great age still 
remain. They are different from all the other olive 
trees on the Mount of Olives. Dean Stanley says, 
“They will remain, so long as their already pro- 
tracted life is spared, the most venerable of their 
race on the surface of the earth; their gnarled 


trunks and scanty foliage will always be regarded as ° 


the most affecting of the sacred memorials in or 
about Jerusalem.” Perhaps these trees grew from 


the roots of the very trees which sheltered Jesus 
during his agony. 


40 And again — 
~he came, and found them sleeping, for their eyes 


4 aerate: iielnmmaiaiaanait aa Soe 


1 et te 


INTO THE SHADOW OF THE OLIVE TREES | 


They passed through the gate into the inclosure. 


Jesus directed eight of the Eleven to sit and wait — 


_ near the gate while he went farther into the Garden 
He asked the three Galilean fishermen, 


to pray. 
Peter, James, and John, to go on with him into the 
shadows. 
through his human form at the transfiguration. 


j 


They had seen his heavenly glory shine 


Now they were to be the witnesses of his agony, his_ 


closest human friends and supporters, when the 
darkness of sin and death encompassed him. But 
not even the three Galilean fishermen could go all 
the way with Jesus. He left them and went farther 
into the Garden, alone. 

Death was very near now. It must be faced. The 
three fishermen, his only companions, saw that Je- 
sus “began to be greatly amazed, and sore troubled,” 
or perhaps better, “to be appalled and despondent.” 
Tt was death that appalled him and threw him into 
the depths. It was not the mere separation of the 
soul from the body—horrible as that is—which 
awakened in him this supreme horror. It was the 


power of evil and the sting of sin in death and) 


causing death. He was appalled and deeply de- 
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-spondent because the penalty of human sin was to 


be visited on him. “It was our sins, the burden 
of which he had assumed, that pressed him down 
with their enormous mass.” Beginning to suffer 
so, Jesus said to the three fishermen, “My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.” His distress 


hemmed him in on every side; it was a killing dis- 


sence. 


tress; “if he had died, he could not have suffered 


more.” 


“ABIDE YE HERE, 
AND WATCH” 


A great crisis was 
near. As Bengel 
says, “The horror of 
death and the ardor 
of obedience” were 
meeting and about 
to meet in awful con- 
flict. The three fish- 
ermen were to _ see 
and hear their Lord’s 
distress and cries. 
They could not go 
with Jesus into the 
depths, but they could 
sympathize as far as 
they understood. 
They could watch and 
pray. The soul of Je- 
sus craved their sym- 
pathy. 


THE CONFLICT 


Jesus went a little 
way off, and fell on 
the ground. He was 
prostrated with the 
violence of the strug- 
gle. The horror of 
death and the ardor 
of obedience assaulted 
each other. His soul 
loathed the cup of 
death, but he burned 
to do the will of God. 
The horror and the 
ardor poured them- . 
selves out in prayer, 

“Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; 
remove this cup from me.” There speaks his 
horror of death. “Howbeit not what I will, but 
what thou wilt.” There speaks his ardor of obedi- 
So the terrible struggle went; the loathing 


of death for sin and the desire to do the will of 


God; horror and submission. 


THE THREE FAIL JESUS 


The three fishermen whom Jesus chose to be his 
companions in the dreadful conflict, so far as he 


could have any companions in it, failed him. Peter 


who had so boldly declared his willingness to lay 
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down his life for Jesus failed him. It is true that 
they had had a wearing day and night, following on 
wearing weeks. The emotional strain was great; 
the weight of grief was heavy. But Jesus had asked 
them to watch, to keep awake and pray. When 
Jesus came to them in a little interlude of the 
conflict for the comfort of their companionship and 
the support of their sympathy, he found them asleep. 
They had yielded to 
temptation; they had 
failed their Master. 
Jesus spoke first to 
Peter, in hurt re- 
proof, “Simon, sleepest 
thou? couldest thou 
not watch one hour?” 
They were all aroused 
from their sleep now, 
and he said to them 
all, “Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not 
into temptation.” 
They had yielded to 
temptation once; they 
had not kept awake 
to pray. They were 
to watch and pray so 
that they would not 
yield again. And 
then Jesus added, in 
tender regard for 
their weariness, “The 
spirit indeed is will- 
ing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 


ANOTHER 
FAILURE 


Again Jesus re- 
turned ‘to the conflict. 
Again horror and 
submission struggled 
for the mastery. 
Again he prayed, and 
asked for deliverance 


William Hole 


from the death he 
loathed. Again he 
expressed his will- 


ingness to bow to the will of God. Again he re- 
turned to the three fishermen. They were not watch- 
ing and praying with him. They were asleep again. 
They had failed themselves again. They had failed 
him again. When Jesus roused them, they were 
speechless. Jesus left them and returned to his 
agony alone. . 


THE THIRD TIME A VICTOR 


When he came back the third time, he was victor. 
The horror of death for sin was conquered. The 
ardor of obedience had won. He was ready to drink 
the cup he loathed. He was ready to drink it for 
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us. The three fishermen were still asleep. It did 
not matter now—the crisis was past. Without their 
aid, without their sympathy and prayers, the victory 
had been won. They might sleep now. So Jesus 
said, “Sleep on now, and take your rest.” 


THE ARRIVAL OF THE TRAITOR 


It is probable that at this instant Jesus caught 
the glimmer of the lamp and torches in the hands 
of the guard coming from Jerusalem to arrest him. 
The time had come, then. The three were aroused. 
Jesus said: “Enough of reproof now. The hour is 
come. Here is the Son of Man betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Come, get up, here is my betrayer 
close at hand.” While Jesus was still speaking 
Judas came into the Garden, guiding a detachment 
of Roman soldiers from Fort Antonia, some of the 
Temple servants carrying cudgels, and some of the 
religious authorities who desired to see their work 
done. Judas had arranged that he would single out 
Jesus in the darkness by saluting him with a kiss, 
as it was proper to salute a rabbi. / 

And so it was that Jesus passed through his 
agony without the support of the three fishermen 
who loved him most, but not enough to keep awake; 
that he was betrayed with a kiss by one of the 
Twelve; and that he was seized and bound in the 
Garden, and led away to his mock trial and cruel 
death alone in a crowd of Roman soldiers, Temple 
servants, and bitter enemies, without the company 
of a single one of the Eleven, for in the confusion 
every one of them forsook him and fled. 


PURE RELIGION 


In the Garden, under the shadow of the olive 
trees, in the prostrate form of Jesus, there was 
pure religion, for pure religion is nothing less than 
this: entire submission to the will of the Father in 
heaven. “Howbeit not what I will, but what thou 
wilt” is the prayer of pure religion. The will of 
the Father in heaven is the best will, and to submit 
our wills to the best will, through whatever horror 
and anguish, is the only way to peace and joy. 


HUMAN WEAKNESS 


In the Garden, under the shadow of the olive 
trees, in the sleeping forms of the three fishermen, 
there was human weakness. The three fishermen 
failed Jesus because they did not keep awake and 
pray. They fell into temptation, and sinned against 
love. We fail Jesus; we sin against love when 
we do not keep awake and pray. Every time we 
yield to temptation, we fail Jesus, we sin against 
love. When temptations assail, bring to your re- 
membrance “sad Gethsemane”; and remember that 
not to keep awake and pray is to be like the three 
fishermen, asleep during the agony. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


32. A place. Greek, an inclosed piece of ground. 
36. Abba, Father. “Abba” means father in Ara- 


Peter and John Asleep in Gethsemane 


December 7, 1919 


maic. Jesus probably used the double address, 
“Father, Father” in the stress of the agony. 

41. Sleep on now. Or, do ye sleep on then, and 
take your rest? In the comment an interval has 
been assumed between “Sleep on now” and “It is 
enough.” Betrayed. Delivered up. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. How could the three fishermen help Jesus? 
In what similar ways can we help him? 

2. Of what did Jesus have a horror? Why? In 
what sense did Jesus go through this horror instead 
of us? What struggled with his horror? 

3. Why did Jesus return to where the fishermen 
were? How did he find them? How did he feel? 

4, Why did not the three fishermen keep awake? 
Why do we not watch and pray? 

5. How did Jesus win the victory over his horror? 
How will remembering Jesus’ agony in the Garden 
help us? 

6. How did Judas fail Jesus? How did the three 
fishermen fail him? How did the Eleven fail him? 
In what ways do we fail him? Do we fail him for 
the same reasons as the Twelve failed him? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 69. In what spirit are all God’s command- 
ments to be obeyed? 

A. All God’s commandments are to be obeyed in 
the spirit of love, for love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 

Q. 70. What is a Christian’s true’success in life? 

A. A Christian’s true success in life is faithful- 
ness to God and man in duties great and small. . 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What were the duties of Peter, James, and 
John in the Garden? Why did they fail? 

2. What were the elements in Jesus’ horror of 
death? What do you understand by the “ardor of 
obedience”? 

3. How does this account of Jesus’ agony help 
us to understand the loathsomeness of sin? 

4. How does Jesus’ victory help us to see that 
God’s will for us is the best will? What would 
have been the result if Jesus had refused to go on 
with God’s will? 

5. Show how submission to God’s will is pure re- 
ligion. How is resisting temptation obeying God’s 
will? How can temptation be resisted? 

6. How is our failure to resist temptation a fail- 
ure to stand by Jesus? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 50. What is required in the second command- 
ment? 

A. The second commandment requireth the re- 
ceiving, observing, and keeping pure and entire, all 


such religious worship and: ordinances as God hath 


appointed in his Word. 
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AT THE TRIAL AND CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 


The Golden Text—“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not per ish, but have everlasting life.’—John 3 : 16. 


TEXT OF LESSON, JOHN 18: 15-27; 19: 25-27 


COMMON VERSION 


18:15 f And Si’mon Pe’ter followed Je’sus, and 
so did another disciple: that disciple was known 
unto the high priest, and went in with Je’sus into 
the palace of the high priest. 

16 But Pe’ter stood at the door without. Then 
went out that other disciple, which was known unto 
the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the 
door, and brought in Pe’ter. 

17 Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto 
Pe’ter, Art not thou also one of this man’s disciples? 
He saith, I am not. 

18 And the servants and officers stood there, who 
had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: anid they 
warmed themselves: and Pe’ter stood with them, 
and warmed himself. 

19 The high priest then asked Je’sus of his dis- 
ciples, and of his doctrine. 

20 Je’sus answered him, I spake openly to the 
world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the 
temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in 
secret have I said nothing. 

21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard 
me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know 


- what I said. 


22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the offi- 
cers which stood by struck Je’sus with the palm of 
his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so? 

23 Je’sus answered him, If I have spoken evil, 
bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest 
thou me? 

24. Now An’nas had sent him bound unto Ca’ia- 
phas the high priest. 

25 And Si’mon Pe’ter stood and warmed himself. 
They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also 
one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am 
not. 

26 One of the servants of the high priest, being 
his kinsman whose ear Pe’ter cut off, saith, Did not 
I see thee in the garden with him? 

27 Pe’ter then denied again: and immediately the 
cock crew. 

* * % * * 

19:25 q Now there stood by the cross of Je’sus 
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Ma’ry the wife 
of Cle’o-phas, and Ma’ry Mag’da- lene. 

26 When Je’sus therefore saw his mother, and 
the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith 
unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 

27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy 
mother! And from that hour that disciple took 
her unto his own home. 


_ Additional Passages for Study: 


Matt. 16: 21-25; Mark 14: 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE! 

15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did 
another disciple. Now that disciple was known unto 
the high priest, and entered in with Jesus into the 
court of the high priest; 16 but Peter was stand- 
ing at the door without. So the other disciple, who 
was known unto the high priest, went out and spake 
unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. 
17 The maid therefore that kept the door saith unto 


Peter, Art thou also one of this man’s disciples? 


He saith, I am not. 18 Now the servants and the 
officers were standing there, having made a fire of 
coals; for it was cold; and they were warming them- 
selves: and Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself. 

19 The high priest therefore asked Jesus of his 
disciples, and of his teaching. 20 Jesus answered 
him, I have spoken openly to the world; I ever 
taught in synagogues, and in the temple, where all 
the Jews come together; and in secret spake I noth- 
ing. 21 Why askest thou me? ask them that have 
heard me, what I spake unto them: behold, these 
know the things which I said. 22 And when he had 
said this, one of the officers standing by struck Je- 
sus with his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high 
priest so? 23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smit- 
est thou me? 24 Annas therefore sent him bound 
unto Caiaphas the high priest. 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming 
himself. They said therefore unto him, Art thou 
also one of his disciples? He denied, and said, I 
am not. 26 One of the servants of the high priest, 
being a kinsman of him whose ear Peter cut off, 
saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 
27 Peter therefore denied again: and straightway 


the cock crew. 
* * * * * 


19 : 25 These things therefore the soldiers did. But 
there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, 
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus therefore saw 
his mother, and the disciple standing by whom he 
loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold, 
thy son! 27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold, 
thy mother! And from that hour the disciple took 
her unto his own home. 


50; Luke 18: 31-34; 22: 61, 62; 24: 10- 


12; John 6: 60-69. 


The Time—The early morning and the day of the 
crucifixion, Friday, April 7, A.p. 30. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


The Place—Jerusalem, the palace of the high priest 
and at the cross. 
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DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

Monday, Décember 8%, a ©. s..-cma b stone Weetete At theel rial Of estis satus. se che streets alley arece John 18 : 15-27. 
Tuesday, Decembér 90... v1.2. a oe eee Peter Warned Against Denial.............. Luke 22: 31-46. 
Wednesday,.December 10......5.....0000% The Belipse of Haithea a... ic verte. ante ee Luke 22 : 54-62. 
chursday,4. December. bles. .ceeen beeen At the. Orucifixion.: 20 ada seen ss Leta oe John 19 : 23-30. 
Friday, December<12.2 247 < os-0 ee ieee The’ Noon-Day. Darkness: wee: lee ort oe ae ee Matt. 27 : 45-50. 
Saturday, December 138...... PLACE ene ae Many of His Disciples Went Back.......... John 6 : 60-69. 
Sunday,-December14.1,.% oc. cep spa eee ae Help-ine Proubley3c. sion 5 weenie stereos e ..-- Psalm 46. 


JOHN AND PETER 


After the first panic in the Garden when all the 
Eleven fled in the darkness, two of the Galilean 
fishermen somewhat recovered themselves. They 
were John and Peter. They followed with the de- 
tachment of soldiers, the Temple police, and the 
representatives of the religious authorities who 
were hurrying Jesus along for safe-keeping. When 
they came to the gate of the palace the portress 
admitted the company, and allowed John to pass in 
with them. John, although a Galilean fisherman, 
was in some way known to the high priest and to 
his household. Peter was not known, and besides he 
had violently resisted Jesus’ arrest, and was not so 
forward about going in. However, when John ob- 
served that Peter had not come in with the party, 
he went back to the gate and induced the portress 
to admit him. 


PETER’S FIRST DENIAL 


The detachment of soldiers was dismissed when 
Jesus had been safely gotten into the palace. The 
house servants of the high priest and the Temple 
police were gathered around a charcoal fire on the 
pavement in the court, getting warm. There was 
no bright flame but a glow of lght by which fea- 
tures could be distinguished. John apparently 
pressed on into one of the large apartments around 
the court where Jesus was to be unofficially ex- 
amined. Peter, however, mingled with the group 
in the semidarkness around the fire. Both John 
and Peter were sick with anxiety about the fate of 
Jesus. Both of them wanted to be near him to see 
what that fate would be. 

The portress at the door knew that John was a 
disciple of Jesus. Of course when John asked her 
to let Peter in, she naturally supposed that Peter 
was also a disciple. Jesus was under arrest now, 
and she thought she would taunt Peter with being 
connected with the unfortunate Messiah. So she 
said to Peter, “Are you not one of this fellow’s dis- 
ciples?” Peter had said that he would lay down 
his life for Jesus. Peter was in no particular dan- 
ger. But the contempt in the maid’s voice was too 
much for Peter, and he said, “I am not.” 


THE UNOFFICIAL EXAMINATION 


Jesus was subjected to preliminary examination 
while the sanhedrin was being hastily assembled. 
The purpose of the examination was to get informa- 
tion about Jesus’ disciples and his teaching to be 


used against him at the trial. Jesus ignored the 
questions about his disciples. He also declined to 
give information about his teaching. He insisted 
that his teaching had always been public; he had 
spoken in the synagogues and the Temple where 
everyone went. Why should they ask him about 
his teaching? They were his accusers. Let them 
summon witnesses from among those who had heard 
him teach. Jesus was simply asking for justice. 
But one of the attendants struck Jesus with his 
hand or with a rod and snarled out, “Is that the 
way you answer the high priest?” Jesus merely 
replied, “If I have said anything wrong, prove it; 
if I said what was true, why strike me?” This 
ended the preliminary examination. 


PETER’S SECOND AND THIRD DENIALS 


Peter kept himself as much out of the way as he 
could, wandering out into the porch and back to the 
group around the fire. But the question which he 
feared was asked him again, “Aren’t you one of 
his disciples?” Again Peter answered, “I am not.” 
He had lied once; it was all the easier to lie again. 
More time passed. The group around the fire were 
continuing their idle chatter, more or less suspicious 
of him now. And then a relative of the high priest’s 
servant whose ear Peter had cut off when they 
started to bind Jesus in the Garden thought he 
recognized Peter, and asked him, “Didn’t I see you 
with ‘him in the Garden?” Again Peter denied. 
Only a few hours before Jesus had warned Peter 
that before the cock crowed, Peter would deny him 
three times. It was so. The third denial had no 
sooner left Peter’s lips than the morning call of the 
cock rang on his ears. Then Peter remembered. 
And with the memory came awful shame. 


JOHN AT THE CROSS 


Where Peter went to weep over his shame, we 
do not know. What became of John during the 
hours immediately following his presence at the 
preliminary examination we cannot say: We find 
John hours later standing with a little group of 
women. They were Mary, Jesus’ own mother, and 
her sister, who was probably Salome, John’s own 
mother, and Mary the wife of Clopas—her husband 
was a disciple and one of their sons was among the 
Twelve—and Mary Magdalene. They were standing 
not far from the cross on the inner edge of the 
company who were “beholding from afar.” They 
were watching a fearful thing—the death of Jesus 
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by crucifixion. Love held them there. Jesus was 
dying. But even in the throes of death, Jesus was 
not unmindful of the woman who bore him, whose 
soul was now being pierced with a sword. LKarthly 
relationships were, indeed, over for him who was 
doing the will of the Father in heaven by dying 
for the sins of the world: he had no brother or 
sister or mother but those who should do the will of 
the Father. And yet he did not forget the woman 
who bore him, the woman who loved him as a son 
and believed on him as a Saviour. Jesus bent his 
head to Mary and said, using the common title of 
respect, “Woman, behold, thy son!” and then to 
John, the Galilean fisherman, his best beloved -dis- 
ciple, he said, “Behold, thy mother!” In that hour 
of anguish, John received his commission to be a 
son to Mary. He tenderly led her away from the 
scene of horror, and as long as she lived her place 
was under John’s roof and in his home, attended 
with love and honor. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


18:15. Another disciple. John mentions himself 
indirectly, as usual. 

17. Art thou also. The reference is contemptuous. 

18. Now the servants and the officers. The house- 
hold slaves and the Temple police. A fire of coals. 
Greek, a fire of charcoal. 

22. With his hand. Or, with a rod. 

24. Annas therefore sent him bound. The order 
of events in the successive trials of Jesus is hard 
to determine. Something depends on the translation 
of this verse. Some scholars hold that it ought to 
be translated “Now Annas had*sent him bound,” 
which makes a different construction of the rest of 
the passage necessary. 

19: 25. His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clo- 
pas. There are some who hold that there were but 
three women in the group, “Mary the wife of Clo- 
pas,” being considered as in apposition with “his 
mother’s sister,” but this is very unlikely. See com- 
ment. 

26. The disciple . . . whom he loved. 
again introduces himself indirectly. 


John 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
1. Why did John and Peter follow Jesus to the 


The Prince of Peace. (Christmas Lesson) 


December 21, 1919 


high priest’s palace? 
Eleven follow? 

2. Did Peter really have anything to fear? 
several reasons for your answer. 

3. Do you think it was the contempt in the voice 
and words of the maid that led Peter to the first 
denial? Is contempt harder to endure than danger? 
Do we ever have to endure contempt for Jesus’ 
sake? 

4. Why was it easier for Peter to deny Jesus the 
second time than tne first? The third than the 
second? Is there any lesson in that for us? 

5. Why didn’t Peter remember Jesus’ warnings 
before he was reminded of them by the cock-crow- 
ing? Why do we not remember Jesus’ commands 
and warnings just at the time we are tempted? 

6. How had John shown himself worthy of the 
trust Jesus gave him from the cross? 


Why did not the rest of the 


Give 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 71. What has God promised for this life to 
those who love him? 

A. God has promised for this life to those who 
love him, to give them his peace and joy, to make 
all things work together for their good, and to keep 
them unto the end. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. If Peter’s warm feelings for Jesus led him to 
follow into the high priest’s palace, why did they 
not keep him from making the denials? 

2. Do you think that John would have denied 
Jesus? Give reasons for your answer. 

3. How do we deny Jesus? Why? What en- 
couragement and hope can we get from Peter’s case? 

4. How was the preliminary examination of Je- 
sus unjust? Illustrate the spirit of the whole pro- 
cedure. How did Jesus bear himself? 

5. Why did not Jesus address Mary as mother? 
Who take the place of human relatives to Jesus? 

6. Whom does Jesus trust? What has he to in- 
trust to us? How can we be worthy of the trust? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 51. What is forbidden in the second command- 
ment? 
A. The second commandment forbiddeth the wor- 
shiping of God by images, or any other way not 
appointed in his Word. 


Lesson XII—THE PRINCE OF PEACE. (Christmas Lesson) 


The Golden Text—‘“Thou shall call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.”— 
Matt be el. 


TEXT OF LESSON ISA. 11: 1-10; LUKE 2: 8-14 


. 


For entire lesson, see Isa. 11: 1-10; Matt. 2: 1-12; Luke 2: 8-14. 


COMMON VERSION 


Isa. 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out 
of the stem of Jes’se, and a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots: 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


Isa. 11:1 And there shall come forth a shoot 
out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his 
roots shall bear fruit: 2 and the Spirit of Jehovah 
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2 And the spirit of the Lorp shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of the Lorn; 

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in 
the fear of the Lorp: and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hear- 
ing of his ears: 

4. But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, 
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: 
and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay 
the wicked. 

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

6 The wolf shall also dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 
ealf and the young lion and the fatling together; 
and a little child shall lead them. . 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their 
young ones shall lie down together: and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on 
the cockatrice’ den. ; 

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lorp, as the waters cover the sea. 

10 { And in that day there shall be a root of 
Jes’se, which shall stand for an ensign of the peo- 
ple; to it shall the Gen’tiles seek: and his rest shall 
be glorious. 

* * * * : 

Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch .over 
their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good-tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
Da’vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly hést praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. 


The Time—lIsaiah wrote about 730 B.c. 
of Jesus was 5 B.C. 


The birth 


The Prince of Peace. (Christmas Lesson) 
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shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah; 3 and 
his delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah; and he 
shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
decide after the hearing of his ears; 4 but with 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall smite 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 5 And 
righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his loins. 

6 And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together; and 
a little child shall lead them. 7 And the cow and 
the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the adder’s den. 9 They shall not hurt nor de- 
stroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters 
cover the sea. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
root of Jesse, that standeth for an ensign of the 
peoples, unto him shall the nations seek; and his 
resting-place shall be glorious. 

* * * * * 

Luke 2:8 And there were shepherds in the same 
country abiding jn the field, and keeping watch 
by night over their flock. 9 And an angel of the 
Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all the people: 11 for there is 
born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 ‘And this is the sign unto 
you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, and lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heav- 
enly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men in whom he is 
well pleased. 


The Places—Jerusalem, Bethlehem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, ‘December 15 2 ee ee ae ee ee The -Princezot; Peate ss. <a, atk eee anes Tes. Liss tel 
Tuesday, (Deeambertigy vhs cae rye oe cae ee The Angel and the Shepherds............... Luke 2: 1-14. 
Wednesday, December 174s. ees oe calc Shepherds Seeking Christ...............4... Luke 2: 15-20. 
Thursday, December. 18... < 5045. tis «s <mpie «im we Simeon and the Infant Jesus.............. Luke 2: 25-35. 
Friday, December ‘19s. 70. cue wo oa didi ae The Visit of ‘the Magis eden cds Matt. 2: 1-12. 
Saturday, December 20 0%. ~ osu cance eae ei Garing for the Child: Jessa cee se eee Matt. 2 : 13-23. 
Sunday,” December {21 yrs w, votes conten The Glory of the Prince of Peace........... Isa. 9: 1-7. 


188 


= —=-”- 


eee 


Lesson XII 


GOD’S PLANS 

God has planned everything. He had it all 
planned from the beginning. One of the men to 
whom God told a good deal about his plans for the 
coming of the Messiah was Isaiah. That was more 
than seven hundred years before the Messiah came. 
The passage from the writings of Isaiah which is in 
the lesson text to-day is only part of what God told 
Isaiah about the coming Messiah. The title of the 
lesson, for instance, is one of the titles God told 
Isaiah that the Messiah should wear. The passage 
from Luke’s Gospel in the lesson text tells us about 
the coming of the Messiah or Christ into the world, 
and also something of God’s plan for the effect of 
the Messiah’s coming. 


A GREEN TWIG OUT OF A STUMP 


God told Isaiah that the royal line of David was 
like a tree. It had sprung from the obscure Jesse 
of Bethlehem, but it had grown into a tree. The 
time would come when the tree would be cut down 
and there would be nothing left of it but a stump 
and roots. But out of this stump a twig would 
grow, a fresh green shoot from the hidden roots. 

It is the fulfillment of this part of God’s plan 
about which the angels told the shepherds when 
they said, “Unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
The city of David was Bethlehem. The royal line 
of David was brought very low. The Heir of the 
royal line was born in the stable of the Bethlehem 
inn, and laid, wrapped in his rough baby clothes, 
in a manger for a cradle. But the Baby was a 
green shoot from those old, buried roots; he was 
the Messiah the Lord, and he bore fruit in the 
earth. V. 1. 


A RULING MIND 


God told Isaiah that God’s own Spirit would al- 
ways attend the Messiah. The Spirit of God would 
give the Messiah a ruling mind. He would be able 
to tell the true from the false, the real from the 
apparent, the thoughts and intents of the heart from 
the outward actions; he would know and understand 
everything. He would always know the will of God 
and feel the necessity of doing that will. V. 2. 

Did not the Jesus whom the two Galilean fisher- 
men kmew have such a ruling mind? Is not Jesus 
fitted to rule? Would not your life be happier and 
more useful if it were ruled by Jesus? Would not 
the life of the world be happy and peaceful and 
wonderful if Jesus ruled it all? It is his right to 
be Lord of all, not only your Lord, but the Lord 
of nations. Will you not resolve this Christmas 
to make Jesus Lord of your lives, and to work and 
pray that he may become Lord of all nations? 


THE MESSIAH’S MISSION 


Then God told Isaiah more about the Messiah 
and his mission. The Messiah was to be Judge, 
such a Judge as the world had never seen. “His 
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delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah,” or, as Dr. 
George Adam Smith translates it, “He shall draw 
breath in the fear of the Lord.” Think of a Judge 
whose every breath is the fear of Jehovah! No 
appearances shall ever deceive such a Judge. He 
shall see right into the hearts of men. He shall 
hear their hearts beat through their words. He 
shall judge men by the real relation of their hearts 
to God. 

Jesus, the Judge of the world, is the Defender of 
the poor and humble, from the days of the two 
Galilean fishermen until now. They have a friend 
in him. His commands and decisions, now as then, 
smite the earth and condemn the wicked. Right- 
eousness began to be a force that would subdue the 
world in those Galilean days about which we have 
been studying. All history since then is only the 
progress of that righteousness. 


THE PROMISED PEACE 


God told Isaiah that as the result of the Mes- 
siah’s mission a peace would come upon the earth. 
It would be a far more wonderful peace than can 
ever be brought even by a League of Nations. It 
is a peace which shall reach down into the very 
roots of things, which are poisoned with evil. The 
whole creation is in pain and misery because of evil. 
The whole world is a sort of deadly battle ground 
and field of pain. But that shall all be changed 
when the Messiah’s mission comes to its triumph. 
He is the Prince of Peace. He shall still the pain 
and anguish in our own hearts because of evil. He 
shall quiet the lustful, angry passions of man against 


mar. He shall bring peace and security to the 
nations. Even the beasts shall feel the change of 
nature. It shall be the universal reign of peace; 


the golden age. In all God’s holy mountain, in all 
his Mount Zion, in all the Messiah’s Kingdom, there 
shall be none to hurt or to destroy. For as the 
waters of the ocean cover all its depths and fill all 
its caverns so the knowledge of Jehovah shall fill 
all the earth. Vs. 6-9. 


THE NATIONS SEEKING 


In that day when the Messiah is exalted; when 
the green shoot out of Jesse comes to its full sap 
and strength, the Messiah shall stand as an en- 
sign and rallying place to the nations. Jesus shall 
be lifted up above the earth, and shall draw all 
men unto himself. The nations shall seek him. And 
the place where he reigns, the dwelling place and 
palace of Jesus the King, shall be glorious! V. 10. 
It is of the beginning and the end of the Messiah’s 


‘work that the angels sang to the lowly shepherds 


the night that Jesus was born. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


Most of these are explained in the comment. 
Isa. 11:9. My holy mountain. Mount Zion, the 
capital city of true religion. The knowledge of 
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Jehovah. “That experimental knowledge which con- 
sists in the fellowship of love.” 

10. His resting-place. The place where he has 
settled down to live and reign. Glorious. Hebrew, 
glory. 

Luke 2:11. Christ the Lord. Christ means the 
same as Messiah. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did God tell Isaiah some of his plans 
for the coming of the Messiah? Why does he tell 
us of the final reign of peace? 

29. How did God tell Isaiah that the Messiah 
would be born in humble circumstances, v. 1? In 
what humble circumstances was Jesus born? 

3 Illustrate Jesus’ knowledge of the will of God 
and his determination to do it from the lessons of 
this quarter. 

4, What part of the prophecy in vs. 2-9 has al- 
ready been fulfilled? What part has not yet been 
fulfilled? 

5. Why is Jesus called the “Prince of Peace”? 

6. What reasons are there for thinking that the 
prophecy of universal peace will be fulfilled? What 
can we do to help the fulfillment of this prophecy? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 72. What has God promised for the life to 
come to those who love him? 
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A. God has promised for the life to come to those 
who love him that, being raised with Christ and 
made like unto him, they shall serve God for ever 
in the glory and joy of heaven. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
1. What was the condition of the royal line of 


- David when Jesus was born? 


2. How did Jesus show “a ruling mind’? How 
has he shown himself the righteous Judge? 

3. What does Paul mean in Rom. 8 : 22 and what 
bearing has the prophecy of vs. 6-9 on that condi- 
tion? 

4. What is foretold about the triumph of the 
Messiah in v. 10? Is it to be a triumph here on 
this earth? 

5. What does this lesson suggest as the best way 
to permanent peace among nations? What can we 
do to help bring abou‘ that peace? 

6. What argument for the final triumph of the 
Messiah can be drawn from the fact that the proph- 
ecy of his first coming has been fulfilled? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 52. What are the reasons annexed te¢ the sec- 
ond commandment? 
A. The reasons annexed to the second command- 
ment are, God’s sovereignty over us, his propriety 
in us, and the zeal he hath to his own worship. 


Lesson XIII—REVIEW—THE TRAINING OF PETER AND JOHN 


The Golden Text—“Ye shall be my witnesses.”—Acts 1: 8. 


Selection for Reading, I John 1:1-9. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE ; TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, December 22.........+-ee-eeeees What We Have Seen and Heard..........-- IT John 1: 1-9. 
Tuesday, December 23.........2-+2seeeees John and Peter Become Disciples.........-- John 1: 29-42. 
Wednesday, December 24.........----+-+: Fishers of ciemek cesses ne bl eee are ee Mark 1: 14-20. 
Thursday, December 25........+--++-eee8: The Babe. oft Bethlehemis 20 seers ete Luke 2: 1-20. 
Friday, December 26.........--+e+eereess Peter in the School of Christ.............-- Matt. 14 : 22-33. 
Saturday, December 27.......--.+eeseeres Peter’s Great Confession...........-e+-eee- Matt. 16: 13-24. 
Sunday, December 28........--+-eeseeeeee Jesus Teaches Peter True Greatness........- John 13: 5-16. 


There are two of this quarter’s lessons which are 
not to be included in the review. They are Lesson 
V, Temperance Lesson, and Lesson XII, Christmas 
Lesson. The purpose of the review is to get as 
clear an idea as possible of the way in which the 
two Galilean fishermen were trained to carry on 
the work of Jesus in the world, and to make us will- 
ing to take the same sort of training for the same 
purpose. 

Before you begin reviewing the particular les- 
sons, refresh your memory of the general conditions 
under which these fishermen lived by asking your- 
selves such questions as these: When did these 


Galilean fishermen live? Where did they live? 
In what sort of houses did they live? How did the 
lake look from its northern shores? How did they 
do their fishing? How were John and Peter asso- 
ciated in the fishing business? Who else were as- 
sociated with them? What great religious move- 
ment was going on at the time the lessons begin? 
Who was the leader of the movement? What was 
the purpose of the movement? 

Lesson I. John and Peter Become Disciples of 
Jesus. Why did several of the Galilean fishermen 
take a trip south? Do you suppose that dissatis- 
faction with their religious condition had anything 
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to do with it? Would the preaching they heard 
from John the Baptist increase their dissatisfac- 
tion with themselves? Is dissatisfaction with our 
present way of living a step toward becoming dis- 
ciples of Jesus? Did John’s preaching hold out any 
hope that their religious needs could be satisfied ? 
When John gave his testimony to J esus, what. did 
the fishermen do? If we are dissatisfied with our 
religious condition, how will the example of these 
fishermen help us to take the next step? 

Lesson II. Fishers of Men. Is it possible for 
us to be followers of Jesus without working with 
him and for him? What is the most important 
work we can do for Jesus? What are the difficul- 
ties in the way of doing it? What are the best 
methods of doing it? When Jesus called the fisher- 
men to be with him constantly what may we con- 
clude is the best preparation for Christian work? 

Lesson III. Jesus in Peter’s Home. How is 


; going to church and Sunday school a preparation for 


What is the example of Jesus in 
Did the fact that 
he was dissatisfied with the way religion was taught 
in the synagogues keep him away? Why did Jesus 
go home with the fishermen after the synagogue 
service? Where do our lives exert the most in- 
fluence? Could Jesus have trained the fishermen 
for his service if he had been excluded from their 
home lives? What difference would it make in 
your home life if you realized that Jesus was in 
your homes with you? Is he? Could there be any 
better training for Christian work outside your 
homes than living a Christian life at home? 

Lesson IV. A Lesson in Trust. How did the 
crowds that wanted to take Jesus and make him 
King show a lack of trust in him? Are we ever 
tempted to lose faith in Jesus because he does 
not do things exactly as we think they ought to be 
done? How would the experience the disciples had 
during the storm on the lake teach them that Jesus 
had all power even if he did not choose to exer- 
cise it as they hoped? Why is trust in Jesus neces- 
sary if we are to work for him? What will happen 
to our usefulness if we begin to lose faith? 

Lesson VI. Peter’s Great Confession. What 
were the difficulties in the way of Peter’s believing 
that Jesus was the Messiah?) What are the diff- 
culties in the way of our believing that he is “the 
Son of the living God”? What had convinced Peter 
that Jesus was the Messiah in spite of the difficul- 
ties? Will being with Jesus convince us? Why did 
Jesus bestow the name Peter on the first confessor? 
Did Peter show himself to be a rock when Jesus 
foretold his approaching sufferings. Did the training 


work for Jesus? 


Peter was yet to receive have anything to do with 


May we hope that training 
will make our faith firmer and our usefulness 
greater? What training is there for us in remem- 
bering that it was necessary for Jesus to take up 
his cross in order to do God’s will? What train- 
ing may we have every day in denying ourselves? 


his becoming a rock? 


Is it essential for us to deny ourselves? 
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Lesson VII. Witnesses of Christ’s Glory. What 
training did the fishermen receive on Mount 
Hermon? What training in Christian life and work 
is there in getting heaven’s point of view? How 
did heaven regard Jesus’ sufferings and death? How 
does heaven regard our sufferings and the death of 
our selfishness? Can we expect to live always in 
an atmosphere of religious exaltation? If not, of 
what use are unusual religious experiences to us in 
our everyday living? 

Lesson VIII. Jesus Corrects John’s Narrow- 
ness. How does narrowness grow out of selfishness? 
If John had cared more for the work of Christ than 
he did for himself, would he have tried to stop the 
man who was fighting evil in the name of Christ? 
How did Jesus teach that service to the humblest 
was true greatness? 

Lesson IX. Jesus Teaches Peter True Great- 
ness. Can anyone really follow Jesus who is not 
willing to humiliate himself in order to serve? If 
Jesus was willing to humiliate himself in order to 
serve us, what reason can we give for holding back 
from any humiliation or self-denial in order to serve 
him? If this training in self-denial was so neces- 
sary for the fishermen as to be repeated over and 
Over again and at last enforced as in this lesson, 
is it not above every other lesson necessary for us? 

Lesson X. Peter and John Asleep in Geth- 
semane. The strongest motive any Christian can 
have for any course of action is the desire to please 
Jesus. How strong was that motive in the hearts 
of the three fishermen in the Garden? How strong 
is it in you? Do you ever feel that you would be 
willing to die for Jesus? Are you really able to 
watch and pray with him one hour? Does Jesus not 
train us, as he trained the three fishermen, by his 
agony in the necessity for doing God’s will at any 
cost to oneself? 

Lesson XI. At the Trial and Crucifixion of 
Jesus. What were the motives that prompted John 
and Peter to follow Jesus to the high priest’s pal- 
ace? What was the reason for Peter’s denial of 
Jesus? If he had denied his own foolish pride 
would he have denied his Lord? What encourage- 
ment in Peter’s case is there for us if we fail shame- 
fully just when we feel that we are beginning to 
follow Jesus? How did Peter show his sorrow for 
his failure? How was Jesus’ death on the cross 
the supreme example of his denial of himself? Is 
any denial of self too great for Jesus’ sake? 

Summary. Is it too much to say that following 
Jesus consists in nothing less than entire self-denial? 
The first step is dissatisfaction with ourselves. The 
next step is our committing ourselves to Jesus for 
training. All the other steps are steps of self-denial. 
They are steps of self-denial not only that we may 
be saved, but that we may be true witnesses of 
Jesus. A true witness of Jesus is not only one who 
can tell about Jesus and his denial of himself for 
us, but one who in his life shows evidences of his 
own denial of himself, for Jesus’ sake. Are you 
such a witness? 
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ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR FOURTH QUARTER, 1919! 


Openina Service No. 1 


May be used from October 5 to November 16 


OPENING WORSHIP 


PREPARATION.—Distribution of class books, hymnals, 
and so on, before the opening service. 


Music.—Doors closed. 


OPENING Worps2—(In unison.) School rises as 


chord is played. 


~ 


I will bless Jehovah at all times: 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul shall make her boast in Jehovah: 
The meek shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
Oh magnify Jehovah with me, ; 
And let us exalt his name together. 


Prayer Hymn-—‘“Alleluia,” No. 4, “As the Sun 
Doth Daily Rise.” 

Tur ApostLes’ Creep.—(In unison.) 

ScHooL SEATED.—Doors opened. 


Memory Drimt—The Ten Commandments, or Mis- 
sionary Story or Incident. 


Response.—‘“‘Alleluia,’ No. 309. 
MARKING ATTENDANCE RECORDS AND OFFERING. 
Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 211. 


ScrIPTURE LESSON.—(Passage to be selected and 
read responsively.) 


PRAYER. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S OR Pastor’s Five MINUTES.— 
(Reading of messages from absentees and an- 
nouncements. ) 


Hymn or PRAYER BEFORE THE LESSON. 


CrLass Prertop.—Lesson study by classes. 


CLostnc WoRSHIP 


Music_—Five minutes before the close of ‘the lesson 
period. 


Lesson HYMN. 
REPORTS OF SECRETARY. 
CLosinc HYMN. 


BENEDICTION. 


1Extra copies of these Orders of Service, 
hundred. 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 2 
May be used from November 23 to December 28 
Music.—Doors closed. ) 
ScHooL Rises AT SIGNAL FROM PIANO. 


SILENT PRAYER. 


OPENING SENTENCES: 


SUPERINTENDENT.—My soul waiteth in silence for 
God only. 


ScHoot.—From him cometh my salvation. 


SUPERINTENDENT.—He only is my rock and my 
salvation. 


ScHoot.—He is my high tower; I shall not be 
greatly moved. Ke 


SUPERINTENDENT.—With God is my salvation and 
my glory. 


S¢uoor..—The rock of my strength, and my refuge, 
is in God. | 


SUPERINTENDENT.—Trust in him at all times, ye 
people. 


ScHoo..—Pour out your heart before him. 
Atu.—God is a refuge for us. 


Hymn —‘“Alleluia,” No. 230, 


“Trying to Walk in 
the Steps of the Saviour.” 


PRAYER.—Closing with The Lord’s Prayer in unison. 


ScHoot SEATED.—Doors opened. 


'Misstonary Srory or INcIDENT.—Or a five-minute 
address upon the work of one of our Mission- 
ary Boards. . 


Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 242, or some other mission- 
ary hymn. 


MARKING ATTENDANCE RECORDS AND OFFERING. 
ScrreturE Lesson.—(Passage to be selected.) 
HYMN. 

PRAYER BEFORE THE LESSON. 


CLASS PERIOD. 


on heavy paper, may be ordéred of the publishers at 50 cents a 


2 Scripture selections from the American Standard Bible. Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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desires, and make profit at the same time. 


When the men and older boys were de- 
stroyed the women and children were 
riven from their homes and forced into 
-mless march over the desert wastes, 
without provision of food or clothing for 
their journey. What little they were able 
to lay their hands on when they started 
was soon exhausted; then their keenest 
sufferings began. Food was scarce and 
bad, and they went for days without 
water. If they had money or other val- 
uables, they were robbed by the soldiers or 
the Kurds. They were treated with 
shameful cruelty that baffles all description 
and surpasses all imagination. 


Road Bordered with Dead Bodies 


Dr. I. W. Pierce, who was in Armenia 
during the horrors of the deportations and 
travelled extensively over the roads where 
these parties had gone, says that for days 
at a time he was never for an hour out 
of sight of dead bodies along the roadside. 

The war is over. Have these conditions 
changed? Yes, to this degree—where the 
power of the Turk has been_ broken, 
women and young girls are being released 
from their living death, and are being 
added to the responsibility that the Com- 
mittee for Armenian Relief has to face. 


Treated Like Carrion 


Dr. G. H. T. Main, President of Grin- 
nell College, Grinnell, Iowa, is in the 
Near East, serving as one of the Commis- 
sioners of the American Committee for 
Armenian and Syrian Relief, and from 
there he wires: 


Dr. Main’s Cablegram 


“T have been handling refugee concentration along 
the former boundary line between Russian and Turk- 
ish Armenia.  Alexandropol, a large center, and 
Ejchmiadsin, a small one, are typical. In the one 
are 68,000 refugees by actual census at our bread and 
soup kitchens. In the other there are 7,000. Refu- 
gees have streamed into these places hoping to find it 
bosstble to cross the border into their former homes in 
Turkish Armenia near Kars. Concentration at these 


two places and many others without food or clothing 
and after a winter of exile in the Caucasus and be- 
yond has produced a condition of horror unparalleled 
among the atrocities of the great war. On the streets 
of Alexandropol, on the day of my arrival, 192 corpses 
were picked up. This ds tar below the average per 
day. One-seventh of the refugees are dying each 
month, AtEjchmiadsin I looked for a time ata refugee 
burial. Seven bodies were thrown indisc riminately 
intoa square pitas carrion and covered with the earth, 
without any suggestion of care or pity. As I looked at 
the workmen, I sawa hand protruding from the loose 
earth. lt was a woman’s hand and seemed to be 
streched out in mute appeal. Tome this hand reach- 
ing upward from the horrible pit symbolized starving 
Armenia. The workmen told me that the seven in this 
bit were the first load of thirty-five to be brought out 
from the village that morning. The cart had gone 
back for another load ”’ 


According to the latest surveys that we 
have, there are more than 400,000 orphan 
children in these Bible lands who must be 
cared for. These would seem to consti- 
tute the first responsibility of the Sunday 
Schools of North America. Four Hun- 
dred Thousand is an immense number. 


$5 a Month Supports One. 


It takes $60.00 to keep one of these chil- 
dren for a year. Vhe Sunday Schools of 
North America have, however, definitely 
assumed the support of 30,000 of them. 
This will require $1,800,coo in the offer- 
ing taken in the Sunday School Campaign 
of 1920. Every school in the United 
States and Canada ought to assume the 
responsibility of at least one of these or- 
phan children. Many schools could sup- 
port several. Plans should be made early 
so that there will be no failure on the 
part of any school. 


All necessary material will be sup- 
plied from the Sunday School Depart- 
ment of the American Committee for 
Armenian and Syrian Relief, No. 1 Madi- 
son Avenue, ‘New York City, and all 
checks, money orders, and drafts should 
be made payable to Cleveland H. Dodge, 
Treasurer. We are depending upon 
the full cooperation of every school of 
North America. 


Aksor Harpootlian should have 
grown up ina comfortable and happy home 
with mother and father and brothers and 
sisters to love him, and vig vineyards and 
gardens to play in, for his parents were very 
rich and owned ever so much land in 
Mamuret-ul-Aziz, the city in Turkey where 
they lived. But a short time before he was 
born, his family together with a great many 
other Armenians were driven from home by 
the Turks. That was why the boy’s mother 
named him Aksor, which means ‘‘Exile’’. 
His father and two biggest brothers were 
thrown into the river Euphrates, and while 
his mother was very ill the Turks left her by 
the roadside and carried off his brothers and 
sisters. She walked back to Mamuret-ul- 
Aziz with the baby boy and there the Turks 
found her again and threw her into prison 


where they were very miserable indeed. 

But one night brave Armenian soldiers 
who had come secretly from Russia got 
Mrs. Harpootlian and Aksor out of the 
prison and took them to the mountains. 
The wild Kurds living there were not un- 
kind and they helped Mrs. Harpootlian buy 
back her other children from the Turks. 
Aksor was carried by his brothers and sisters 
all over the bare hillsides while they 
looked for roots, berries,even grass to eat, for 
they were now very poor and often hungry. 

Aksor is now safe in America, but there 
are many little boys and girls no older than 
he, who are still in Turkey and homeless 
and very, very hungry. Won't you Ameri- 
can children who have nice homes, dear 
mothers and fathers and plenty to eat do 
something to help them? 


No. 155 


Price of Flag Pins, Nos. 150 an 


No. 12 


No. 18 


d 155, size 114 x % inches, with pin 214 inches long, 30 cents a dozen, or $2.00 a 


100, postpaid. Smaller sizes, 34 x + inch, with pin 134 inches long, 20 cents a dozen, or $1.50 a 100, postpaid. Size 
of flags on pins, 114 x 7% inches. Size of pin, 214 inches. 


Button 


_ Price of Buttons and Flag Emblems, 20 cents a dozen, or $1.50 a 100, postpaid. (Assorted as desired.) In order- 
ing, use numbers as indicated. 


ORDERS NOT FILLED FOR LESS THAN 12 BUTTONS OR FLAG EMBLEMS 


Watch Fob 


Of. oxidized silver, 
with celluloid litho- 
graphed center and 
leather strap. 15 cents 
each, or 2 for 25 cents, 
postpaid. 


Clasp Pins and Buttons 


Made in Bod ey gold plate with best hard fired 
enamel. Clasp pins for ladies and button backs for men. 

Nos. 6242 and 6263, 15 cents each, postpaid. 

No. 1607. Better quality Flag Pin or Button (screw 
back). 25 cents each, postpaid. 

No. 6268. Silver Oxidized or Gold Plate Pin or Button. 
25 cents each, postpaid. 


No. 6268. Rolled Gold (Rose finish) Pin or Button Back. 
75 cents each, postpaid. 


Celluloid 


Bookmark 


This bookmark is 
lithographed in colors 
and has a double silk 
cord and tassel at- 
tached. 


No. 106. Betsy Ross 
Flag House. 


Price, 4 cents each; 
40 cents a dozen, or 
$3.00 a 100, postpaid. 
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THINK THIS OVER FOR YOURSELF 


THE WESTMINSTER 
Departmental Series of Graded Lessons 


A pee lessons are based on the moral and religious needs of the 
group for which they are prepared, and are so arranged as to be 
capable of individual and age adaptation. 


Each Department, except the Beginners’, Young People’s and 
Adult, covers a period of three years and it is believed that the Depart- 
ment can traverse as much with its learners, traveling all in one group, 
as it could divided into three groups, going over the same road in 
succession. 


There have been prepared for the Young People’s Department 
Elective Courses, available for a period of three years. Each year com- 
prises four courses, which may be used in order desired. 


For the Adult Department there are Special Adult Class Lessons 
for 1919-1920. In addition to these lessons are four extra Elective 
Courses and they may also be used in any order. 


By these lessons all the advantages of graded lessons can be 
cbtained without the apparent disadvantages of the intricacy of a more 
closely graded system. ns 


The Departmental Lessons are issued quarterly, the lessons begin- 
ning with October. | 


Send for Prospectus and Sample Pages. 
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